The time zone gap trips up most beginners first. US markets open at 9:30pm Malaysian time and close around
4am, which means real-time trading during regular hours basically requires either staying up late or waking up

absurdly early. A lot of Malaysians settle into a rhythm of placing orders before bed and checking results over

breakfast — not ideal, but workable once you accept it.

Choosing a broker is
where people either save themselves headaches or create new ones. Not every platform available to Malaysians
offers direct access to NYSE or NASDAQ listings. Some route trades through CFDs instead of actual share
ownership, which changes everything from tax treatment to what happens if the broker goes under. Worth
checking this before funding an account, not after. Currency conversion eats into returns more than people
expect. Depositing ringgit to buy USD-denominated stocks means paying a conversion fee going in, and again
when converting profits back. A broker offering a multi-currency account, letting you hold USD without repeated
conversions, saves real money if you're trading frequently rather than making the occasional purchase. Tax
treatment confuses almost everyone starting out. Malaysia doesn't tax capital gains on shares for most individual
investors, but the US applies a 30% withholding tax on dividends paid to foreign investors unless you've filed a
W-8BEN form with your broker. Skip that form and you're leaving money on the table every single dividend
payout — small thing, but it adds up over years of holding. Fractional shares changed the game for smaller
accounts. Buying a full share of Amazon or Google used to require serious capital. Now most platforms let you
buy a slice — RM500 gets you a piece of whatever stock you want instead of nothing at all. This alone opened US
markets to Malaysians who previously assumed it was out of reach. Research habits matter more than people
admit. Following US earnings calendars, understanding sector rotation, knowing when the Fed makes rate
announcements — these aren't optional extras, get more information they directly move the stocks people are
holding. Malaysians used to following Bursa's rhythm sometimes underestimate how much faster and more
headline-driven US markets react to macro news. Settlement speed varies by broker too, and this catches people
off guard when they try withdrawing profits. Some platforms process withdrawals to a Malaysian bank account
within two or three days, others take over a week. Testing this with a small withdrawal early on beats discovering

the delay when you actually need the funds.


https://www.fxcm-markets.com/shares/

