A drafty door in an older Preston Hollow home is usually not one single problem. It is often a mix of worn

weatherstripping, settlement, and an opening that has shifted over time.

When a door starts feeling loose, hard to latch, or noticeably colder than the surrounding wall, the issue is often
in the fit, not just the finish.

An experienced company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

Why Older Preston Hollow Doors Start Leaking Air

The first thing to understand is that drafts do not always mean the door itself is "bad."

When the frame shifts even slightly, the slab, threshold, or jamb can go out of square, and the door begins to

leak at the top corner, the latch side, or the sill.

A door can still close and lock properly while losing most of its insulating value through a thin gap you can barely

see.

Older wood doors also swell and shrink with humidity changes.

How To Find The Source Of The Draft

A quick inspection can save money, because some problems only need adjustment, while others need new

materials or a full replacement.
Start with the simplest test: close the door on a strip of paper Dallas TX windows or a thin piece of receipt paper.

Cold air at the head of the door often points to worn weatherstripping, while air at the sill usually means the

threshold or sweep is no longer making contact.

Loose hinges can let the door sag, and a sagging door almost always creates a draft at the top corner or latch

side.

That is common in older houses where the opening has settled over time.

Repairs That Actually Work

Good repairs focus on where air is entering, not just on what looks worn.

Weatherstripping And Door Sweeps

Modern sealing materials can close off the perimeter much better than aging foam or brittle vinyl.
On older Preston Hollow homes, that balance matters because a door that is already slightly out of alignment can

be pushed too far if the seal is oversized.

Hinge And Threshold Adjustments

Sometimes the fix is as simple as tightening screws, replacing stripped fasteners with longer ones, or adjusting

the strike plate so the latch pulls the door tighter.

These repairs are usually worth trying when the door is solid and the frame has not rotted or split.
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Caulking, Gaps, And Interior Trim

Careful caulking around the exterior trim can help, but it should be done only after confirming that the frame is

stable and not hiding rot or a structural issue.

That kind of movement often needs a more complete repair before any cosmetic touch-up will hold.

When Repair Is Enough, And When Replacement Makes More Sense
But there comes a point when the cost and effort of repeated repairs start to outweigh the value of a new door.
In those cases, patching the same openings again and again usually does not solve the real problem.

If you are already dealing with other aging parts of the house, such as worn windows or weak insulation,

replacing the door may be part of a larger efficiency upgrade rather than an isolated fix.

For homeowners comparing options, it helps to think in terms of service life, not just the immediate repair bill.

What To Expect From A Proper Fix In Preston Hollow

A good repair should make the door close smoothly, latch cleanly, and stop the noticeable air movement around

the perimeter.
It also keeps the focus on performance, not just appearance.

If you are dealing with repeated drafts, sticking, or uneven closure, the problem is often bigger than

weatherstripping alone.

The older the home, the more likely it is that several small issues are working together.



