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How to Obtain a Hungarian Driving License: A Comprehensive Step-
by-Step Guide
Protecting a motorist's license can open a world of flexibility, whether travelling through the historical streets of
Budapest or checking expresszkártya out the stunning countryside of the Danube Bend. For locals residing in
Hungary, holding a legitimate authorization is typically a necessity.

Navigating the administrative landscape of obtaining a Hungarian driving license may appear daunting initially
glimpse. However, with the right preparation and a clear understanding of the procedure, applicants can travel
through the requirements efficiently. This detailed guide details whatever one requires to know to successfully
get a Hungarian driving license.

1. Determine Your Eligibility and Residency Requirements
Before starting the procedure, an applicant should meet particular legal and administrative criteria set by the
Hungarian federal government. Driving laws in Hungary strictly regulate who is allowed to hold a local license.

Residency Status: Non-Hungarian citizens must hold a valid Hungarian address card ( lakcímkártya) and
show legal residency in the nation for at least 185 days per year.

Age Requirements: The standard age to acquire a Category B (automobile) license is 17 years of ages,
though candidates can begin theoretical training at 16 years and 6 months.

Medical Fitness: Every candidate needs to pass a standard medical assessment to make sure physical and
mental physical fitness for driving.

2. The Step-by-Step Process
Getting a Hungarian driving license includes a structured sequence of medical checks, theoretical education,
useful training, and main testing.

Step 1: Obtain a Medical Certificate

The journey begins at a regional general specialist ( háziorvos). The medical professional will conduct a
fundamental medical examination-- examining vision, hearing, cardiovascular health, and general medical history.

Expense: Approximately 7,000 to 10,000 HUF.

Result: A signed medical certificate validating fitness to drive, which need to be provided to the driving
school.

Step 2: Enroll in a Driving School ( Autósiskola)

Choosing a certified driving school is mandatory. While lots of schools cater primarily to Hungarian speakers, a
number of institutions in Budapest and significant cities provide courses taught entirely in English.

Action 3: Complete the Theoretical Course and Exam

Theoretical training covers traffic policies, road signs, and lorry mechanics.
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Format: Can often be completed online by means of e-learning modules or through classroom lectures
(minimum 28 hours for Category B).

The Exam: An electronic multiple-choice test including 55 questions administered by the Government Office
( Kormányablak). A minimum of 65 out of 75 points is required to pass.

Step 4: Complete Practical Driving Lessons

Upon passing the theory examination, the practical stage starts. Students need to complete an obligatory
number of driving hours together with a qualified instructor.

Minimum Hours: 30 hours of driving (plus driving in traffic, at night, and on highways).

Distance Requirement: A minimum driving distance of 580 kilometers need to be built up.

Step 5: Pass the Practical Driving Exam

The last obstacle is the useful driving test, performed in the presence of an official examiner from the
government transportation authority. The test examines vehicle control, traffic awareness, and adherence to road
guidelines.

3. Overview of Costs and Timeframes
Budgeting for a driving license requires factoring in tuition, official examination charges, and medical
certifications. Below is a breakdown of approximated costs and timeframes for a basic Category B license.

Phase of Training Approximated Cost (HUF) Average Timeframe Medical Certificate 7,000-- 10,000 HUF 1 day
Theory Course & & E-Learning 40,000-- 60,000 HUF 2-- 4 weeks Theory Exam Fee 4,600 HUF 1 day
Practical Lessons(per hour) 8,000-- 12,000 HUF per hour 2-- 4 months Practical Exam Fee 11,000 HUF 1

day First Aid Course & Exam 15,000-- 25,000 HUF 1-- 2 weeks License Issuance Fee 6,250 HUF 1-- 2 weeks
Total Estimated Investment 350,000-- 550,000+HUF 3-- 6 months Note: Total expenses vary substantially
depending on the driving school chosen, the & city , and whether the trainee requires additional useful lessons
beyond the mandatory minimum. 4. Mandatory First Aid Certification In addition to the driving tests, all first-
time license candidates in Hungary must finish a certified First

Aid Course(Elsősegélynyújtó vizsga )administered by the Hungarian Red Cross(Magyar Vöröskereszt). The course
teaches basic life assistance, CPR, and emergency reaction. An official exam should

be passed before the final driving license can

be printed and issued. Exemption: Individuals holding degrees in
healthcare, nursing, or veterinary medicine are exempt from this
requirement. 5. Exchanging aForeign License vs. Starting Fresh For
migrants currently holding a valid motorist's

license from their home nation, the procedure may be significantly
simpler-- depending on where the license was released. EU/EEA
License Holders If the license was provided by an EU
or EEA member state, it is normally valid to use in Hungary up
until its expiration date. Holders may choose to exchange it for a



Hungarian license without retaking

any tests, provided they have actually established legal residency

in Hungary. Non-EU/EEA License Holders Motorists from outside
the EU/EEA( such as the US, Canada, UK, or Australia)deal with
different guidelines: An International Driving Permit
(IDP)accompanied by the national license can be borrowed for as
much as one year after using up residency. After one year, non-EU
nationals normally need to undergo the complete conversion
procedure, which typically includes passing both the Hungarian
theory and practical examinations, unless Hungary has a mutual
exchange arrangement with the releasing country. Last Thoughts
Acquiring a Hungarian driving license is a methodical procedure
that requires perseverance, financial investment, and dedication.
By following

the correct legal channels, picking an English-friendly driving
school if required, and preparing thoroughly for both the theory
and practical evaluations, applicants will find themselves
holding a valid EU-standard driver's license ready for the open
roadway. Whether navigating the dynamic boulevards of the
capital or cruising through the beautiful countryside, the effort
pays off with ultimate movement and self-reliance throughout
Hungary

and the larger European

Union.


