
10 Things Everyone Hates About Legal Hungarian Driver's License

Navigating the Road: A Comprehensive Guide to Obtaining a Legal
Hungarian Driver's License
Securing a legal chauffeur's license in Hungary is a considerable turning point for both people and expatriates
living in the country. Whether one means to navigate the historic streets of Budapest or explore the scenic
countryside of Lake Balaton, holding a legitimate Hungarian driving license is essential. Hungary, as a member of
the European Union, complies with rigorous standardized regulations regarding roadway security, driver
proficiency, and vehicular compliance.

Browsing the administrative landscape of the National Directorate-General for Aliens Policing and the
Government Windows ( Kormányablak) can seem challenging. Nevertheless, understanding the detailed process
demystifies the journey. This detailed guide lays out whatever potential drivers need to learn about acquiring a
legal Hungarian driver's license.

1. General Requirements for Eligibility
Before registering in a https://expresszkártya.com/ driving school ( Autósiskola), candidates must meet specific
legal and physical criteria set by Hungarian law.

Age Requirements: The minimum age depends upon the automobile category. For a basic vehicle (Category
B), the candidate needs to be at least 17 years old.

Residency Status: Non-Hungarian residents should prove legal residency in Hungary for a minimum of 185
days each year, typically shown by a registration certificate ( Regisztrációs igazolás) or residence
authorization.

Medical Fitness: All applicants must pass a main medical checkup performed by a occupational health
physician to license physical and psychological physical fitness for driving.

2. Step-by-Step Process to Get a Category B License
Obtaining a basic automobile license involves a structured course combining theoretical knowledge and practical
behind-the-wheel training.

Action A: The Medical Certificate

An applicant's first main action is checking out a basic specialist or occupational health medical professional. The
medical professional tests eyesight, basic health, and case history. Upon passing, the physician problems a
medical certificate ( Orvosi alkalmassági igazolás), which must be submitted to the driving school.

Step B: Theory Course and Exam

Once enrolled in a driving school, trainees complete the theoretical training.

Course Format: Typically includes around 28 hours of class guideline, though numerous schools offer
accredited e-learning platforms for convenience.



The Exam: A computerized multiple-choice test covering traffic guidelines, roadway indications, and basic
vehicle mechanics. The test is offered in English, Hungarian, and numerous other languages at designated
screening centers.

Action C: First Aid Course

Before taking the practical driving examination, trainees must finish a licensed Red Cross First Aid course (
Elsősegélynyújtó tanfolyam) and pass its matching practical and theoretical test.

Step D: Practical Training and Exam

After passing the theory test, the trainee is coupled with a driving instructor.

Required Hours: A minimum of 30 practical driving hours (each lasting 50 minutes) need to be completed,
covering city driving, night driving, and maneuvers.

The Practical Exam: Conducted in the existence of a government-appointed inspector. The test assesses the
candidate's ability to securely operate the automobile in genuine traffic conditions and carry out specific
parking or support maneuvers.

3. Introduction of Common License Categories in Hungary
Hungary categorizes driving licenses according to EU standards. Below is a summary of the most common
classifications:

Category Description Minimum Age AM Mopeds and light quadricycles (max style speed 45 km/h) 14 years A1/
A2/ A Motorcycles (ranging from light 125cc to unrestricted power) 16/ 18/ 24 years B Motor lorries with an
optimum licensed mass not exceeding 3,500 kg 17 years C Medium and heavy items automobiles (trucks) over
3,500 kg 21 years D Buses developed for the carriage of more than 8 passengers 24 years

4. Transforming a Foreign License in Hungary
For expatriates who already hold a chauffeur's license from their home country, the process might be
substantially much shorter. However, the specific treatment depends entirely on the releasing country.

EU/ EEA Licenses

Holders of a chauffeur's license issued by an EU or EEA member state might drive in Hungary using their existing
license until its expiration date. Alternatively, they can voluntarily exchange it for a Hungarian license without
taking any tests, supplied their existing license is valid.

Non-EU/ Non-EEA Licenses

For citizens from nations outside the EU (such as the US, Canada, or Australia), the rules are stricter:

Temporary Use: Tourists and short-term visitors can generally use their home nation's license along with an
International Driving Permit (IDP) for as much as one year.

Long-term Residents: Foreigners establishing residency should transform their license. Depending on
whether Hungary has a reciprocal exchange contract with the home nation, the candidate may be needed to
take the theoretical exam, the practical test, or both.



5. Summary of Necessary Documentation
When requesting a license, transforming an existing one, or selecting up the last card at the Government Window
( Kormányablak), individuals should present a specific set of documents.

Valid Identification: A valid passport or national ID card.

Evidence of Residency: Hungarian address card ( Lakcímkártya) or home license.

Medical Certificate: Original file signed by the examining doctor.

First Aid Certificate: Proof of successful completion of the Red Cross course.

Educational Certificates: Proof of finishing primary school education (typically an 8th-grade certificate or
higher, equated into Hungarian if provided abroad).

Payment Receipts: Proof of administrative charge payments for exams and license issuance.

6. Keeping a Legal Status on Hungarian Roads
Once the legal Hungarian driver's license is protected, drivers need to stay compliant with regional traffic laws.
Hungary operates under a stringent strict-liability and point-based system ( büntetőpont-rendszer) for traffic
offenses. Speeding, running red lights, driving under the influence of alcohol (Hungary has a stringent zero-
tolerance policy with a 0.00% blood alcohol limit), and stopping working to utilize seat belts result in substantial
fines and charge points. Accumulating 18 points leads to the immediate revocation of the driving benefit.

Moreover, drivers should constantly bring their physical driver's license, lorry registration documents, and
mandatory third-party liability insurance proof ( Kötelező biztosítás) whenever running an automobile.

Obtaining and keeping a legal Hungarian chauffeur's license needs diligence, adherence to administrative
actions, and a strong understanding of local traffic regulations. By following the structured path of medical
checks, theoretical studies, and useful evaluations-- or correctly browsing the foreign license conversion
procedure-- chauffeurs can safely and legally delight in the open roadways of Hungary. Whether for everyday
commuting or weekend trip, holding a valid Hungarian permit guarantees complete compliance with European
Union requirements and regional laws.


