In a small bedroom, choosing between a bed with drawers and a separate dresser is not just a storage decision. It

affects how much floor space you have, how easily you can move around, and whether your furniture will fit

through the apartment’s doors and hallways in the first place.

Before you shop, measure the apartment. Then measure your existing furniture and the route it must take to
reach the bedroom. It sounds basic, but I've seen downsizing moves get complicated because someone planned
for the room and forgot the stairwell, elevator, or doorway. A bed with built-in storage can be a smart way to

reduce bulky furniture, but it is not automatically the best choice for every room or every move.

Use this guide to compare the options, assess what you already own, and decide whether to keep, store, sell,

donate, or replace your bedroom furniture.

Start With the Room, Not the Furniture

Before deciding where your clothes will go, get accurate measurements of the bedroom. A floor plan or listing
photo can help you picture the space, but neither tells you how much usable room remains once the bed, closet

doors, and walking paths are accounted for.

Measure the room’s length and width, then note the location and swing of the entry door, closet doors, and
windows. Check for radiators, built-in shelves, outlets, and other features that may affect furniture placement. In
apartments, also pay attention to narrow bedroom entrances or awkward corners that limit how a bed or dresser

can be positioned.

Measure the route in, too

A piece can fit inside the bedroom and still fail to make it there. Measure the width and height of the apartment
entrance, bedroom doorway, hallways, stairwells, and elevator. For tight turns, measure the available turning
space, not just the straight path. Ask your building about move-in rules, elevator reservations, loading areas, and

any restrictions on large deliveries.

Measure each item at its widest, tallest, and deepest points, including handles or other projections. If a piece can
be disassembled, find out what tools are required and whether it can be safely reassembled. “It will probably fit" is
not a measurement. A tape measure is quicker than arranging a return or trying to negotiate a bulky dresser

around a stair landing.



How the Two Options Compare

A rentdeals.com bed with drawers builds storage into the space beneath the mattress. A separate dresser gives
you dedicated storage in another part of the room. The better option depends on the bedroom’s layout, the items

you need to store, and how you use the space every day.

Consideration Bed with drawers Separate dresser Floor space Can provide storage without a second large furniture
footprint. Takes up additional floor area, though a compact or narrow model may work. Access Drawers need room
to open beside or at the foot of the bed. Drawers need clear space in front of the dresser. Flexibility Storage stays
tied to the bed and its placement. Can be moved or repurposed independently of the bed. Moving and delivery
May be heavy or require assembly; measure the route and components. May be easier to position separately, but
a tall or deep dresser can be difficult to move. Visual effect Can make the bed look heavier, especially with a large

frame. Adds a separate block of furniture, but can be selected to suit the room'’s scale.

When a Bed With Drawers Makes Sense

A storage bed is worth considering when you need clothing or linen storage but do not have a good place for
another case piece. By using the area beneath the mattress, it can provide under-bed storage without adding a
dresser’s full footprint. That can help create more floor space for walking, a small desk, or simply fewer obstacles
around the bed.

It can be especially useful if the bedroom has a closet but limited wall space. You may be able to keep hanging
clothes in the closet and store folded items, spare bedding, or seasonal pieces in the bed drawers. Some models
have drawers on one side; others have drawers at the foot. Choose a design that opens toward an area you can

actually reach.

Check clearance before you commit

Drawers are only useful if they open fully. Measure how far they extend and leave enough clearance for the drawer
and for you to stand in front of it. A bedside table, wall, radiator, or narrow passage can block access. If the bed

will be pushed against one wall, drawers on that side may be inconvenient or unusable.

Also check the floor beneath the bed. Thick rugs can make drawers harder to open, while uneven flooring may
affect how they slide. Consider whether you can reach the contents comfortably without moving the mattress or

shifting the bed. Storage that is technically available but frustrating to use often becomes storage you avoid.

Know what you are storing

Drawer dimensions and weight limits vary. Measure the items you want to put away, especially bulky bedding,
winter clothing, or storage bins. A low, wide drawer may suit folded clothes but not a tall stack of linens. If you
want to store rarely used items, under-bed drawers may be ideal. If you need daily access to socks, work clothes,

or children’s clothing, consider whether bending down and opening low drawers will be convenient.

When a Separate Dresser Is the Better Choice

A dresser can be the more practical option if you already own one that fits, need substantial drawer capacity, or
want storage that can move independently of the bed. It can also make sense when the bed'’s sides are blocked or

when the room layout does not leave enough clearance for bed drawers.

Think beyond the dresser’s advertised width. Measure its depth and height, and make a floor-plan sketch or use

painter’s tape to mark its footprint. Then mark the drawer extension. A dresser that fits against the wall may still
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interfere with the closet, bedroom door, or walking path when a drawer is open.

If you have a small room, a tall, narrow dresser may use less floor space than a wide, low one. But height is not
always a visual advantage: a tall piece can feel dominant, especially in a room with a low ceiling or limited natural

light. A smaller dresser with fewer drawers may be a better match if it keeps the room comfortable to use.

Scale and Visual Weight Matter

Storage is not only about capacity. Furniture changes how spacious a room feels. A bulky bed frame paired with a
large dresser can make a small bedroom feel crowded, even when both pieces technically fit. A low bed, open legs,
lighter finishes, and clear sightlines can make the room feel less dense. These details do not create extra square

footage, but they can make the available space easier to see and use.

Compare the overall visual weight of each option. A storage bed can replace a dresser, but its deep frame and
solid drawers may make the bed look heavier. A separate dresser adds another object, yet a slimmer model may

leave more of the floor visible beneath it. Look at the complete arrangement—not one item in isolation.

Try a simple test: mark the dimensions of the bed and dresser on the floor with painter’s tape. Include room for
doors and drawers to open, and preserve a comfortable path from the bedroom entrance to the bed and closet. If

the taped layout feels tight, the real furniture will not feel more spacious.

Decide What to Keep, Store, Sell, Donate, or Replace

Moving is a useful opportunity to check whether every piece deserves space in the new apartment. A dresser you
have owned for years may be sturdy and useful, but that does not mean it belongs in a smaller bedroom. Make

the decision based on condition, size, function, and replacement cost—not simply on ownership.

Decision Good fit when... Before you act Keep The piece fits the room, works well, and suits your storage needs.
Measure the item and the route into the apartment. Store You expect to need it later and storage costs make
sense. Compare the cost of storage with the item'’s value and likely replacement cost. Sell The furniture is in good
condition and you have time to list it. Allow time for pickup or delivery arrangements before move day. Donate
The item is usable but not worth moving or selling. Check the organization’s acceptance rules and pickup schedule.
Replace Your current furniture is damaged, awkward, or poorly suited to the room. Wait until you have measured

the apartment and planned the layout.

Avoid buying before the move

When possible, resist buying a new bed or dresser before you have access to the apartment and reliable
measurements. Listings may not show every obstruction, and the room can feel different in person. Moving in first

lets you confirm where the bed can go, how the closet operates, and whether a dresser will block a useful path.

If you must order furniture ahead of time, verify the product dimensions, delivery conditions, return window, and
package dimensions. A bed frame may arrive in pieces, but large packages still need to pass through the building

route. Confirm whether assembly is included and whether the delivery team can bring the item to the bedroom.



A Simple Way to Choose

Use this sequence to make a practical decision rather than shopping by appearance alone:

1. Measure the bedroom. Record the room dimensions, door swings, closet access, windows, and obstacles.
2. Measure the route in. Check the entrance, hallway, elevator or stairs, turns, and bedroom doorway.

3. Measure what you own. Include furniture depth, height, handles, and any disassembled components.

4. List your storage needs. Separate everyday clothing from linens, seasonal items, and things you rarely use.
5. Test the layout. Mark furniture footprints and drawer openings on the floor or on a simple sketch.

6. Choose the option that works in daily life. Favor accessible storage and clear movement over maximum

drawer count.

The Bottom Line

A bed with drawers is a strong choice when you need storage but want to avoid adding another bulky piece of
furniture. A separate dresser is often better when you already own a suitable one, need easy-to-reach drawer
storage, or cannot access drawers beneath the bed. Neither option is automatically more space-saving: the room

layout, drawer clearance, furniture dimensions, and visual weight all matter.

Measure the apartment first, then measure every piece and the route it must travel. Decide what to keep, store,
sell, donate, or replace before buying anything new. The best small-bedroom setup is not the one with the most

storage—it is the one that holds what you need while leaving enough more floor space for the room to feel
comfortable and function well.



