
What Are The Biggest "Myths" Concerning How To Apply For An Irish Driving License Could Be True

How to Apply for an Irish Driving License: A Comprehensive Guide
Starting the journey to secure an Irish driving license is a considerable milestone. Whether somebody is a young
person reaching driving age or a newcomer to Ireland browsing a foreign bureaucracy, the process requires
mindful attention to detail. Ireland's Road Safety Authority (RSA) and the National Driver Licence Service (NDLS)
handle the application procedure, ensuring that all drivers satisfy stringent safety and competency standards.

Navigating the rules, paperwork, and stages can feel frustrating. This thorough guide breaks down every action
needed to effectively make an application for a driving license in Ireland, transforming a complex governmental
hurdle into a workable checklist.

Phase 1: Understanding the Irish Licensing System
Before sending any paperwork, candidates need to understand the unique phases of the Irish driving system.
Ireland runs a Graduated Driver Licensing (GDL) system, primarily designed to reduce road accidents amongst
inexperienced motorists.

The Lifecycle of an Irish Driving License

1. Learner Permit: The beginning point for anyone who has never ever held a complete license. It enables the
holder to practice driving under specific conditions.

2. Essential Driver Training (EDT): A mandatory course of 12 one-hour useful driving lessons for student car
motorists.

3. Driving Test: A useful evaluation of driving competency.

4. Newbie (N) Plate/ Full License: Once the test is passed, drivers receive a full license, though they need to
display 'N' plates for the first 2 years.

Stage 2: Getting Your First Learner Permit
A candidate can not jump straight to a complete license without very first holding a learner permit for at least 6
months. Here is how to secure that important first document.

Action 1: Pass the Driver Theory Test (DTT)

Before making an application for a student authorization, prospects need to pass a computer-based theory test.
This test tests understanding of the Rules of the Road, roadway signs, irishdrivinglicense.com and risk awareness.

Expense: EUR45

Preparation: Study the official Rules of the Road book and use online DTT practice software application.

Area: Tests are taken at designated DTT centers nationwide.

Step 2: Gather Required Documentation

As soon as the theory test certificate remains in hand, candidates should put together a specific set of files for the
NDLS:

https://irishdrivinglicense.com/


The Theory Test Certificate (provided within the last two years).

Evidence of Identity: A valid passport or Irish passport card.

Proof of Residency: An energy costs, bank declaration, or official file dated within the last six months
revealing the candidate's Irish address.

Evidence of PPS Number: A document showing the Personal Public Service number (e.g., a P60, medical
card, or correspondence from the Department of Social Protection).

Medical Report: Required just if the applicant is 70 or older, has particular medical conditions, or is
requesting particular vehicle classifications (like trucks or buses).

A Completed NDLS Vision Report Form: Signed by an optometrist or eye doctor (if applicable).

Photo: Passport-sized pictures are typically taken digitally at the NDLS center, however it is smart to examine
existing requirements.

Step 3: Apply at the NDLS

Applications can be made online via the NDLS Driving License Ireland website (needs a MyGovID and verified
Public Services Card) or face to face by reserving a visit at an NDLS center.

License Category Minimum Age What It Covers AM 16 Mopeds/ light quadricycles A1/ A2/ A 16-- 24
Motorcycles (differs by engine size) B 17 Standard Cars W 16 Work vehicles/ land tractors

Phase 3: The Learning Phase and Mandatory Training
Holding a learner authorization includes rigorous legal duties. Ignoring these can lead to hefty fines, penalty
points, or the invalidation of insurance.

Guidelines of the Learner Permit

Display 'L' Plates: Red 'L' plates should be plainly shown on the front and back of the automobile at all
times.

Sponsor Requirement: Learner cars and truck chauffeurs (Category B) need to be accompanied at all times
by an individual who has actually held a complete, valid driving license for a minimum of two years.

No Alcohol Tolerance: The legal alcohol limit for learner chauffeurs is significantly lower than for
experienced chauffeurs.

No Towing: Learner motorists are restricted from towing trailers.

Important Driver Training (EDT)

For classification B (car) students, completing 12 Essential Driver Training lessons with an Approved Driving
Instructor (ADI) is obligatory.

Each lesson must be logged in the learner's main logbook by the ADI.

It is highly recommended to practice in between lessons with a knowledgeable sponsor to build muscle
memory and confidence.

Stage 4: Taking the Driving Test
After holding the learner authorization for a minimum of 6 months and finishing the 12 EDT lessons, the student
is eligible to use for the useful driving test.

http://www.thefreedictionary.com/Driving%20License%20Ireland


1. Apply Online: Book the test through the RSA website.

2. Lorry Roadworthiness: On the day of the test, the vehicle utilized need to be totally taxed, guaranteed,
NCT-compliant (if suitable), and display legitimate 'L' plates. The brake lights, tires, and indications need to
remain in ideal working order.

3. The Test Structure:

Technical Checks: Questions about the vehicle's mechanics and hand signals.

Roadway Driving: A 30-to-40-minute drive screening observation, positioning, reversing, and hill starts.

Phase 5: Upgrading to a Full Driving License
Passing the driving test is a moment for celebration, but the journey concludes with one final administrative
action: exchanging the Certificate of Competency for a complete driving license.

The Application Process

Timeframe: The Certificate of Competency released by the tester is legitimate for 2 years. The candidate
should use for their complete license within this window.

Costs: A complete driving license incurs a basic fee (usually EUR55 for a 10-year license, though charges
differ depending upon the duration and applicant's age).

Fee Breakdown Table

Service Type Basic Fee Notes Chauffeur Theory Test EUR45 Mandatory requirement 1-Year Learner Permit
EUR35 Novice or renewal 2-Year Learner Permit EUR35 Offered for particular categories 10-Year Full License
EUR55 Standard adult duration 3-Year Full License EUR35 Relevant for chauffeurs aged 65+ Driving Test Fee
EUR85 Standard automobile (Category B)

Note: Fees go through routine evaluation by the RSA and NDLS.

Summary Checklist for Applicants
To make sure nothing is missed out on, keep this quick list helpful:

Verify eligibility and minimum age requirements.

Research study and pass the Driver Theory Test (DTT).

Collect proof of identity, address, and PPS number.

Request and get the Learner Permit through the NDLS.

Purchase 'L' plates and safe and secure lorry insurance coverage.

Total the 12 EDT lessons with an ADI.

Practice driving regularly with a certified sponsor.

Reserve and pass the useful driving test.

Get the full driving license utilizing the Certificate of Competency.

Fit 'N' plates to the automobile and take pleasure in the open roadway responsibly!

Looking for an Irish driving license is a structured process designed to foster safe, confident motorists. By
following these actions methodically, applicants can prevent unneeded hold-ups and secure their independence
on Irish roads.


