Why Austin Roofing Company Tile Roofs Are a
Smart Choice for Central Texas

When | first moved to Austin and started looking into roofing options for a house | was
renovating in the Texas Hill Country, | quickly realized that the standard asphalt shingle roofs
you see in other parts of the country just don't cut it here. Between the intense sun, the
occasional hailstorm, and the heat that bakes everything from June through September, you
need something that can stand up to real punishment. That's when | started looking seriously
at tile roofing, and specifically at what an Austin Roofing Company tile roofs installation could
offer.

The Climate Case for Tile in Austin Texas

Central Texas weather is a unique beast. We get hot, dry summers followed by sudden
downpours, and the freeze-thaw cycles in winter can crack weaker materials. Clay roof tiles
and concrete roof tiles have been used in similar climates around the world for centuries. The
mass of the tile itself helps regulate temperature inside the house, and the air gap under the
tiles allows for ventilation that keeps the roof deck cooler. That's a big deal when your attic
would otherwise turn into an oven.

| remember talking to a roofer who had worked in both Florida and Texas. He told me that in
Florida, the biggest issue with tile was wind uplift from hurricanes. Here in Central Texas, the
main concern is thermal shock and the occasional golf-ball-sized hail. That's why he always
recommended concrete tile manufacturers that offer a Class A fire rating and impact
resistance. A good interlocking tile system, properly installed, can handle a lot of abuse.

Understanding the Components

A tile roof is not just the tiles themselves. The whole assembly matters. You have the
underlayment, which is a waterproof membrane that goes over the roof deck before anything
else. Then come the batten strips, which create the nailing surface and the air gap. The tiles
are hung on these battens, and at the edges and ridges you have ridge caps and hip tiles that
seal everything off. In some installations, mortar bedding is used at the ridge to lock the caps
in place. It's a system, not a single product.

When | was researching, | found that many homeowners don't realize how important the pitch
of the roof is. The roof pitch determines which tile profiles you can use and how the water
sheds. A low slope might require a different underlayment or more overlap. Most tile
manufacturers have very specific roofing installation guides that spell out the minimum pitch
for their products. Ignoring those guidelines is a recipe for leaks.



Tile Types and Their Trade-Offs

There are three main categories you see in Austin: clay, concrete, and Spanish S tiles. Each has
its own character and performance profile.

Clay roof tiles have been used for centuries. They offer a rich, natural color that doesn't fade,
and they develop a beautiful patina over time. The downside is that clay tiles are more brittle
than concrete. They can break if you walk on them carelessly, and they cost more per square
foot. The tile roof cost per square foot for clay is typically higher than for concrete, but many
homeowners feel the look is worth it.

Concrete roof tiles are more affordable and generally stronger. They can be manufactured to
mimic the look of clay, and they come in a wide range of colors. The concrete tile
manufacturers have improved the surface coatings so that they resist fading and efflorescence
better than older products. A good concrete tile can last 50 years or more, and many come
with a 50 year warranty from the manufacturer.

The Spanish S tile is a classic profile that you see all over the Southwest. It's a barrel-shaped
tile that creates a distinctive wave pattern on the roof. These tiles are usually made from clay,
and they work well on roofs with a moderate to steep pitch. The interlocking tile systems used
with Spanish S tiles are very effective at shedding water, but they require careful installation at
the valleys and hips.

Installation Matters More Than You Think

I've seen plenty of tile roofs that looked great from the street but had hidden problems. The
most common issue is improper fastening. Tiles need to be secured against wind uplift,
especially at the edges and ridges. Another issue is underlayment that is not properly lapped or
sealed around penetrations like chimneys and vents. A leak in a tile roof can be hard to trace
because water can travel along the underlayment before it shows up inside the house.

The Roofing Contractors Association of Texas has training programs that cover these details.
A contractor who is familiar with their guidelines is likely to do a better job. When | was getting
bids for my own roof, | asked each contractor about their experience with Mission Roof Tiles
specifically, because that brand is popular in this area and has its own installation quirks. The
good ones had no problem answering in detail.

Maintenance and Longevity

One of the selling points of tile is low tile roof maintenance. You don't have to worry about
granule loss like you do with asphalt shingles, and tile doesnt rot. But it's not zero
maintenance. You should inspect the roof after a major storm to check for broken tiles. Ridge



caps can loosen over time, especially if they were set in mortar bedding that cracks. And the
underlayment will eventually degrade, but with a good tile installation you might get 50 to 100
years out of the tiles themselves. The underlayment might need replacing sooner, but that's a
major job.

| had a neighbor who bought a house with a tile roof that was over 30 years old. The tiles were
fine, but the underlayment had failed in a few spots and the batten strips had rotted. He ended
up having to strip the whole roof, replace the battens and underlayment, and rehang the old
tiles. That's a cautionary tale. The tiles themselves can last a century, but the supporting
structure needs attention every few decades.

Cost Considerations

The tile roof cost per square foot in Austin can vary widely based on the material and the
complexity of the roof. A simple gable roof with concrete tiles is going to be less expensive
than a complex hip roof with clay tiles and lots of valleys. But the long lifespan of tile often
makes it cheaper over the life of the house than cheaper materials that need replacement
every 20 years. If you plan to stay in your home for more than a decade, tile is usually a good
investment.

When [ finally decided to go with tile, | chose a concrete product from a well-known concrete
tile manufacturers. The color matched the limestone walls of the house, and the price was
reasonable. | hired a crew that had done several Austin Roofing_Company tile roofs

installations before, and they knew how to handle the unique challenges of our local climate.
That experience showed in the details: the ridge caps were bedded correctly, the underlayment
was lapped properly, and the hip tiles were cut to fit tight.

Final Thoughts

Choosing a tile roof is a long-term decision. It changes the look of your house, adds real value,
and can save you money on cooling in the summer. But it's not a DIY project, and it's not a
place to cut corners. The difference between a roof that lasts 50 years and one that starts
leaking in ten is usually the quality of the installation. That's why it pays to work with someone
who understands the local conditions and has experience with the specific products you
choose.

For anyone in the Austin area considering a new roof, | recommend taking the time to learn
about the options. Talk to contractors who are members of the Roofing Contractors
Association of Texas. Ask about the underlayment they use and the warranty on the tiles. And
if you're looking at clay or concrete, make sure you understand the maintenance requirements.


https://austinroofingcompany.com/roof-types/clay-concrete-roof-tiles

A tile roof is a beautiful, durable choice, but it's not a set-it-and-forget-it product. With proper
care and a good installation, it can be the last roof you ever put on your house.



