How Prehung And Slab Door Replacements Differ

With a slab replacement, you keep the existing frame and swap in a new door leaf. A prehung unit arrives as a

complete package, door, frame, hinges, and usually the rough opening details tied together.

That sounds simple, but on a Texas home, the choice can change how well the door seals, how much labor the
job takes, and whether the opening ends up square after the work is done.

A prehung replacement is Midlothian Window & Door Solutions 304 N 3rd St, Midlothian, TX 76065 usually the

cleaner solution when the existing frame is damaged, out of square, rotted, or badly warped.

When To Choose A Slab Door Instead

Slab replacement is usually the faster, less expensive route because the installer is working with the existing

frame and casing.

A homeowner may only want to upgrade the look of the entry, replace a dented panel, or move from a builder

grade hollow core slab to a sturdier exterior door without opening up the whole frame.

If the door opening is already finished well and the frame has not been distorted by foundation movement, a

slab replacement can preserve what still works.

A slab is a fit-and-finish job, not a shortcut. The frame has to cooperate.

Why Prehung Often Wins In Texas Homes

A prehung door is the stronger choice when the frame has rot, water damage, old repairs, or visible movement

that has left the opening out of square.

That movement shows up fast in the field. Doors drag. Latches miss the strike. Weatherstripping compresses on
one side and barely touches on the other.

A prehung unit gives the installer a fresh frame to work with, which can restore alignment and improve the seal at

the same time.

New construction remodels, garage-to-house upgrades, and exterior entries that have been patched more than

once often benefit from starting over with the whole assembly.

An experienced company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

How Price And Labor Shape The Decision

In most markets, a slab replacement costs less in labor because the installer is not rebuilding the frame or

reworking the opening from scratch.

A slab installation can become expensive if the jamb is out of alignment, the hinges need major mortising, or the

latch side requires repeated adjustment.

There are a few practical cost factors that show up again and again: - Condition of the existing frame - Hardware

compatibility - Exterior finish work - Weatherproofing needs - Door material and style

For exterior doors in Texas, the weatherproofing side matters as much as the carpentry.
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A Practical Way To Make The Call

If the frame is damaged, out of square, or causing repeated sticking, a prehung replacement is usually the better

investment.

Homeowners can usually narrow it down by looking at a few obvious signs: - This often points to movement in
the frame or opening - That usually means the door is not sealing evenly - That is a strong sign the whole
assembly should be replaced - Repeated latch problems often come from the frame, not the slab - You want a

different swing, size, or more complete upgrade
The bigger the climate stress, the more important the full assembly becomes.

The best results usually come from matching the replacement style to the condition of the opening, not just the

look you want on install day.



