Getting a traffic ticket stinks—and if you're a Texas driver, one big question is: how long will that ticket bump
your car insurance rates? You're curious if a single slip-up means your insurance premiums will be higher for
years, or if it's just a short-term hit. Spoiler: It depends, but the "3 to 5 years" window is a common rule of thumb
you'll hear from agents and insurers alike.

Let's cut through the jargon, break down how tickets affect your premium, unravel Texas's minimum liability
coverage, and give you smart strategies to keep your insurance costs under control—even if your driving record

isn't spotless.

Understanding Texas Minimum Liability Insurance: 30/60/25 Explained

Before we dive into insurance rate increases, it's important to understand what insurance you're legally required to
carry in Texas. The state mandates minimum liability limits, expressed as 30/60/25. Here's what that means in plain

English:

Coverage Limit What It Covers Bodily Injury Liability per person $30,000 Injuries or death of one person you
cause in an accident Bodily Injury Liability per accident $60,000 Total injuries or deaths for all people in an accident

you cause Property Damage Liability $25,000 Damage you cause to someone else’s property (usually their vehicle)

Insurance jargon in one sentence: If you cause a car accident in Texas, your insurer will pay out at most $30,000
per injured person, $60,000 total for injuries, and $25,000 for property damage — and you're on the hook for
anything over that.

Why Minimum Coverage May Leave You Financially Exposed

Texas minimums sound reasonable, but remember: Insurance is about protection. If your accident costs exceed
your limits, you'll pay the rest out of pocket. For example, if you cause a crash with three injured people, total bills
hit $200,000, and car damage is $50,000, your insurer pays only $60,000 for injuries and $25,000 for property
damage. You're suddenly on the hook for $115,000.

This financial gap explains why many Texans buy more than the minimum liability coverage despite higher

premiums. If you want peace of mind, higher limits reduce your risk of personal bankruptcy after an accident.

How Tickets Affect Your Insurance Premium: The 3 to 5 Years Rule

Now, to the heart of the matter. When you get a ticket in Texas, your insurer views you as a higher risk. This
impacts your premium through what's called a driving record surcharge. Here's a quick checklist for how this

plays out:
* Length of Impact: Most Texas insurers raise premiums for 3 years after a ticket, sometimes up to 5 years
depending on the violation severity and insurer.

¢ Type of Ticket: Minor moving violations (e.g., speeding under 10 mph over the limit) may result in smaller or
no surcharges; serious violations like DUI, reckless driving, or excessive speeding stick around longer and cost

more.

* State Reporting: Texas Driving Records accessible to insurers typically cover a 3-year window for tickets, but

insurers may consider your 5-year driver history.

* First Offense vs. Repeated: Repeat offenses lead to longer and higher surcharges.



Insurer jargon in one sentence: Tickets generally hike your insurance premium for 3 years in Texas; some insurers

count up to 5 years, especially for serious violations or repeated tickets.

How Much Does Insurance Go Up After a Ticket?

There's no hard and fast number because each insurer uses its own algorithms. But here are some ballpark figures

based on industry data and Texas market trends:

Ticket Type Estimated Premium Increase Duration of Increase Minor Speeding (Under 10 mph over limit) 5% - 15%
increase Usually 3 years Major Speeding (10+ mph over limit) 15% - 40% increase 3 - 5 years Reckless Driving or
Serious Infractions 40% - 100% increase or more Up to 5 years DUl / DWI 100%+ increase Up to 5 years or more,

plus possible non-renewal

Keep in mind: Insurance companies are businesses. They reward clean driving records with lower rates and raise

rates to cover the added risk from tickets—which can add up fast.

Texas Urban vs. Rural Insurance Cost Differences

Your zip code matters. Texas is huge and insurance premiums vary dramatically depending on whether you live in

a big city or a rural area. Here's why:

* Claims Frequency: Urban areas like Houston, Dallas, and Austin see more accidents, thefts, and vandalism, so
insurers charge more.
¢ Traffic Density: Congestion leads to fender-benders, driving up rates in metropolitan markets.

* Access to Repair Shops and Medical Facilities: Easier access sometimes means quicker claim resolutions,

while rural areas may have higher costs due to distance and scarcity of services.

On average, you might pay 20-40% less in premiums living in rural Texas compared to major metro areas. But a

ticket will still increase your premium within your specific risk pool.

Tools to Beat the Rate Increase and Find Better Quotes at Renewal

When your insurance goes up after a ticket, don't panic. You have options:




1. Shop New Quotes at Renewal: Different insurers weigh tickets differently. Use online quote tools or talk
with your insurance desk consultant to compare rates. Sometimes switching providers trims your premium

back to near pre-ticket levels.

2. Bundle Your Policies: Consider bundling your auto policy with renters or homeowners insurance. Bundling

typically saves you 5-15% and can offset ticket surcharges.

3. Raise Your Deductible: If you can afford a higher out-of-pocket in a claim, increasing your deductible by

$250 or $500 usually lowers your premium.

4. Drive Safely for 3 Years: Many insurers offer “accident forgiveness” or drop your surcharge if you remain

ticket-free for a period, typically 3 years.

5. Consider Defensive Driving Courses: Texas sometimes allows ticket dismissal or lower penalties if you

complete a driving safety course, which also can reduce insurance impact.

Quick Sanity Check: What You Need to Know About Tickets and
Insurance in Texas

* Tickets raise your auto insurance rates primarily for 3 years, occasionally up to 5 years for serious

violations.
* Minimum liability coverage (30/60/25) is required but often too low to cover major accident costs.

* Your driving record is the biggest rating factor insurers use—tickets count against you, but the type

and frequency matter most.
* Living in urban Texas means higher base premiums, so tickets can sting more there.

¢ Shopping around and bundling your policies can shave off some of the surcharge impact at renewal.

The Bottom Line

Tickets do affect your insurance premium, generally causing a surcharge for 3 to 5 years in Texas depending on the
ticket type and insurer. Understanding Texas's minimum liability limits helps highlight why having just the

minimum coverage can leave you exposed financially, especially if a ticket pushes your premiums up unexpectedly.




Don't let a ticket from a rough cabmotors.com day spiral into years of overpaying. Be proactive: compare
insurance quotes at renewal, consider bundling your auto and renters/homeowners policies, and maintain a clean

record moving forward. Insurance is about managing risk, but it doesn‘t have to drain your wallet.


https://www.cabmotors.com/how-much-does-car-insurance-really-cost-in-texas/

