Walk a brand-new line of fence with me momentarily. On one side, there is bamboo, a living tale that expands
amazingly fast and bends without breaking. On the other, composite, a silent workhorse that shrugs at rain,
termites, and ultraviolet hammering. Both have their place. After building and repairing countless feet of fencing
for homeowners, farms, and small businesses, our teams have a great feel for where each material radiates, and

where it can let you down.

What we suggest by bamboo and composite

Bamboo fencing takes a couple of shapes. You have entire walking cane panels wired with each other, split
bamboo displays, and crushed bamboo boards that appear like slender hardwood slabs. After that there is
crafted bamboo, pressed and resin adhered, which acts much more like lumber. Cane panels really feel tropical
and loose, great for personal privacy and background structure. Crushed or crafted bamboo suits official layouts

and tighter tolerances.

Composite fence is an umbrella for products that blend timber fibers or cellulose with plastic materials, then
extrude them right into rails, pickets, and posts. Many brands cap the boards with a tougher shell to resist spots
and fading. Compound looks closer to repainted or discolored timber and typically comes with colorfast
guarantees. Some lines include a hidden-fastener system so there are no face screws, and a matching article and

cap set to finish the look.

An excellent Fencing Contractor stays in the shades of gray between those interpretations. Not all bamboo is
equivalent. Not all composite is created or set up the exact same. Your site, environment, personal privacy needs,

and budget press the decision as much as the product profiles and brochures.

A quick snapshot to orient you

* Durability in severe weather: composite victories, bamboo needs accurate describing and treatment
¢ Sustainability qualifications: bamboo leads, composite relies on recycled web content and end-of-life plans

® |nstallation speed: bamboo walking stick panels are quickly, engineered bamboo and composite take mindful

layout
* Aesthetics: bamboo reviews natural and light, composite reads clean and uniform

e (Cost to have over 10 to 15 years: composite generally steadier, bamboo differs with maintenance and site

exposure

How bamboo acts in the wild

The very first time | unrolled a full-height walking stick panel at a coastal work, the client laughed. It appeared
like a beach bar. By the time we slowed Melbourne fence installers to a stout cedar frame, tipped the height to
the dune yard, and shed the walking cane nodes for a richer tone, that very same client requested an additional

60 feet. Bamboo is movie theater. When managed well, it changes a backyard without battling the landscape.

But the product has guidelines. Walking cane has a hard outer skin and hollow internodes. Neglected bamboo
will certainly gray, fracture, and ultimately rot where it wicks water, especially at cuts and tie factors. | rarely
mount raw walking stick without a borate therapy and a passing through sealer. In humid regions, that sealer
often needs revitalizing every 12 to 18 months. In arid zones with high UV, you protect against whitening and
surface area monitoring, once more with a UV-resistant finish.
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Whole cane panels are just as strong as their framework. | never trust the slim cord that comes pre-wrapped from
importers. We connect panels to a pressure-treated or steel structure with stainless screws and weatherproof
strapping, then leave a 2 to 3 inch void off quality so the fencing never sits in standing water. Where customers
want a pure bamboo aesthetic, we build a bamboo frame from thicker culms and insert composite or cedar

spacers at the blog posts to prevent capillary dampness transfer. It looks easy. It is not an amateur job.

Engineered bamboo boards behave in different ways. They stand up to splintering, take bolts cleanly, and look
more improved. The catch is that the materials vary. Premium quality products price well for outside usage and
have foreseeable thermal movement. Inexpensive imports swell, peel, or fade fast. When a home owner reveals
me a deal bundle, | seek exterior direct exposure scores, a clear warranty that names vertical usage, and

examination a cutoff by soaking it overnight. If the side fuzzes or swells, we pass.

Bamboo can be amazingly strong. We have developed displays that disperse wind better than vinyl because the
small voids between walking sticks scattered pressure. In cyclone areas, | connect panels to metal messages
embeded in deep grounds, with sacrificial clips that enable the screen to bend and make it through. In snowy
environments, the largest opponent is wet freeze at the base. We bed messages listed below frost deepness and
keep the very first bamboo course several inches off the dirt with a smashed rock trench. A neighbor as soon as
neglected that guidance and jammed walking cane right into the ground. 2 winters months later, the lower 12

inches were mush.

Composite, the constant climber

Composite secure fencing does not get up one morning as Pinterest bait, however it will certainly stand and do
its task day after day. Manufacturers make it to resist the common killers: fungi, termites, wetness biking, and
ultraviolet. When we set up a full composite system utilizing manufacturing facility articles and rails, it operates
like a kit with predictable spans, tons, and fasteners. That makes inspectors satisfied. It likewise helps a fence

installer deliver a tidy straight line that stays true.

There are restrictions. Dark composite boards take in warmth. Lunchtime in Arizona, | have seen fencing
temperatures over 150 degrees Fahrenheit. You can still touch them, hardly, yet you need to plan for
development. Every brand name releases space tables, frequently 1/8 to 1/4 inch between boards relying on
ambient temperature at install. Ignore those, and your tidy seams will certainly buckle in July. We typically present
composite distributions in the color, then set up in the same temperature home window for every section to keep

motion consistent.

Some composites are uncapped, suggesting the wood flour gets to the surface. Those have a tendency to fade
and weather more like timber. Covered items hold color better and withstand oily discolorations from grills or
close-by car parking. Where clients respect a particular shade long-term, | suggest a capstock line with a
respectable discolor service warranty, even if it includes 15 to 25 percent to product cost. The long term looks
better.

Structural regulations matter. Compound articles are not all tons ranked for high runs or wind direct exposure.
On an open hillside where gusts strike fences full-on, | make use of steel or timetable 40 articles, then sleeve with
composite for look. Rail extends vary from 6 to 8 feet. If the site pitches or snakes, tight format saves migraines.
Our team completely dry fits a whole operate on the ground, marks article facilities, after that drills grounds, sets

messages, and constructs upward. It sounds slow-moving. It saves rework.

Permits, code, and neighbor diplomacy



A common Fence Company reviews regional code the means electricians check out the NEC. Height limitations
ahead yards, obstacles from walkways, pool barrier specifications, and visibility triangles at driveways all impact
the option in between bamboo and composite. Lots of communities call for a minimal 45 percent open location
for front lawn fencings. Strong composite panels might not abide. Split bamboo displays with a half-inch space

can pass.

Fire codes turn up near wildfire passages. Bamboo is plant fiber and will melt if coal land and the finish has
actually dried. Compound differs. Some products satisfy Course B flame spread. If you are in a wildland city user

interface, your structure division could desire paperwork. Bring your item sheets to the counter early.

A good Fencing company also maintains the peace. Bamboo screens can show up momentary or nonstandard to
a next-door neighbor, specifically in a conventional residential area. Compound can look stark on a historical
road lined with pickets. | typically walk both neighbors along the property line before we set blog posts, discuss

heights, reveal samples, and discuss upkeep. It stops 90 percent of later headaches.

Costs that actually help you decide

Material and labor rates turn with location and supply. Ball park numbers, from work we constructed within the

last 2 years, assistance frame the call.

For whole walking cane bamboo panels on a wood framework, customers paid about 28 to 45 dollars per linear
foot mounted for 6 foot height, with premium pick walking stick and stainless fasteners including a few dollars.
Engineered bamboo boards on a stout dealt with framework can be found in at 40 to 70 dollars per foot, mostly

driven by the board brand name and finish.

For composite, basic 6 foot personal privacy styles ranged from 55 to 95 bucks per straight foot mounted when
we made use of matching composite blog posts and rails. Updating to steel messages sleeved in composite, or
unique shades, pushed that upwards. Gates set you back more. A composite pedestrian entrance with aluminum
support might include 600 to 1,100 dollars. A bamboo entrance framed in steel and wrapped in walking cane

commonly lands in the exact same ball park due to manufacture time.

Maintenance pointers the ranges over a years. Bamboo needs resealing. Spending plan a weekend annually or
two, or pay a fence installer an upkeep charge. Composite largely requests for a clean with a hose pipe and a soft
brush. If you lease your residential or commercial property or can not infant a fence, composite leans in your

support. If you love the feel of an outside area and will certainly tend it like a garden, bamboo incentives you.

Climate and site traits we take into consideration prior to we take your
deposit

Exposure to wind modifications every little thing. A 6 by 8 foot strong panel is a sail. On ridge lines, we decrease
panel size, boost message dimension, and established deeper footings, occasionally down to 36 inches or frost
depth, whichever is much deeper. Bamboo allows some air via if we stagger walking sticks or leave planned

spaces, which reduces stress and anxiety. Compound desires a stout structure.

Soil kind determines footings. In clay, we bell all-time low of each hole so frost can not heave the article. In sand,
we overdrill and put a bigger base or usage helical stacks. On metropolitan infill work with utilities right at the
line, we switch over to surface-mounted steel blog posts on concrete curbs where permitted, after that wrap in
bamboo or composite. A Fencing Contractor that deals with every yard the same will wind up restoring

something.



Sun and color issue. North-facing wall surfaces in damp climates grow algae. Bamboo will certainly darken and
obtain slick if you ignore it. Compound washes clean with a little soap. South direct exposure cooks surfaces.
Light discolorations on bamboo last much longer. Dark composite appearances good-looking yet runs hotter. If
you have children who like to lean and climb, consider a mid-tone.

Pets and privacy shape details. A dog that examines fencings needs a stout bottom rail and a dig obstacle.
Bamboo cane near the ground invites eating. Compound resists gnawing however needs a kick plate to maintain
landscaping tools from scarring the lower boards. For personal privacy, bamboo wins when you want a mild
screen that reads like landscape design. Composite wins when you require a citadel in between a jacuzzi and a

busy street.

The method we actually develop them

For bamboo, the job begins at the articles. We set dealt with or steel blog posts dead plumb, usually every 6 feet,
sometimes tighter. Horizontal backing rails go on with stainless screws. If we are utilizing walking cane panels, we
clip or connect them every 12 to 16 inches along both rails and at the messages, after that add a leading cap to
keep water from filling up the walking stick finishes. We scribe fence all-time low to follow quality, but we never
ever allowed cane drag in dirt. Where the customer wants a clean line on top, we laser cut walking stick ideas and

fire them lightly to seal fibers.

On crafted bamboo, we treat it like a fine wood fencing. Pre-drill ends, make use of fasteners recommended by
the manufacturer, leave expansion spaces at the sides, and never trap the boards where water sticks around. | like
a thin drain floor covering between boards and rails in damp zones so air can relocate. It is a little price that

avoids ghost stains and soft spots.

For composite, format is everything. We break a string line, mark constant panel sizes, and inspect diagonals.
Articles established in concrete cure true with short-term braces. | favor a lean mix so the concrete does not
shrink-crack and let water flow down the message. When the blog posts prepare, rails and boards lock in with the
exclusive brackets. Hidden bolts look great, yet you shed a little bit of forgiveness. Face screws offer you

adjustability on uneven ground. The very best installers select their spots.

Gates are worthy of a note. Bamboo gates need a bonded framework, otherwise the leaf will sag as the fibers
completely dry. Composite gates need interior aluminum or steel stiffeners to stop racking. Joints ought to be full
elevation or at minimal hefty strap kinds anchored to articles set much deeper than the run. Weak gateways drive

the majority of the callbacks a Fence Company gets.

How long they last, and what falls short first

A well in-depth bamboo fencing, sealed and kept off the ground, lives a solid 8 to 15 years in a warm climate. In
coastal air with salt spray, anticipate the lower end unless you are fastidious concerning rinsing and resealing. In
dry inland sunlight, the surface is your battle. With crafted bamboo and a great resin system, | have seen 12 to

two decades where proprietors kept up on topcoats and stayed clear of trapped water.
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Composite fences routinely pass 15 years looking functional. Shade discolor happens, especially in the first 6 to
one year. After that, the change slows. Architectural failures are generally at the posts, not the boards. Small
articles, shallow grounds, or bad backfill kill fencings. If you inherit a composite fencing and the panels bow, look
for growth voids and rail spans. Often we can conserve a run by adding mid-span assistances and re-spacing

fasteners.

Hardware stops working when owners acquire cheap. Galvanized screws near salt fall apart. Covered deck screws
positioned into treated lumber can react and break. | make use of stainless steel where budget plans enable, or

hot dipped equipment from a well-known brand. A few bucks per area now beats a rebuild later.

Sustainability without the greenwash

It is tempting to state bamboo the eco champ due to the fact that it grows fast. In many cases, that is reasonable.
Correctly gathered Moso or Guadua can restore in 3 to 5 years. A bamboo fence uses little energy to generate
contrasted to aluminum or plastic. The caveat is transport and treatment. If your panels travel an ocean, and the
manufacturing facility utilizes heavy solvents, the impact grows. Seek borate treated walking stick and FSC or

similar accreditations when possible.

Composite earns points when it makes use of high recycled content, both in the plastic and the wood flour. Some
lines reach 90 to 95 percent recycled web content. It additionally lasts longer with very little maintenance, which
spreads its production expense over even more years. End of life is the rub. Few communities recycle composite
boards at curbside. Reuse is possible. We have re-cut composite pickets right into planter boxes and low
retaining sides, and we have actually seen manufacturers pilot take-back programs. If disposal issues to you, ask

your Fencing Contractors to suggest a plan.

When clients ask which to pick, here is just how we choose together

* You desire a lush, organic screen that softens hardscapes, and you want to reseal it: bamboo fits. If your

website is windy, we design a frame that enables flex and make use of staggered spacing to splash air.

* You require a clean, consistent personal privacy barrier with reduced upkeep, and you favor recorded
warranties: composite fits. If your website runs warm, we pick lighter shades and leave proper voids for

expansion.

That is the heading. The footnotes are where an experienced fence installer makes trust. Noise decrease, as an

example. Strong composite assists block road babble better than a loosely woven bamboo screen. Wild animals



stress is one more. In deer country, composite stands up far better to antler rub. On a tiny city patio, a 4 foot

bamboo screen on planters can feel generous where a 6 foot composite wall surface would certainly loom.

Maintenance that does not own you

Bamboo treatment is balanced. Rinse dirt and pollen in spring, check lashings or bolts, and reapply a penetrating
UV sealant when water stops beading. Trim any kind of culms that wick moisture from blossom beds. A soft brush
and mild cleaning agent get rid of algae on the questionable side. If a walking cane splits, change that item. Keep

an eye on the base space, and rake away compost that sneaks up.

Composite desires a periodic clean. Stay clear of rough solvents that strike the cap. A little dish soap and a soft
mop go a long way. If you catch an oil stain early, it raises. Scuffs from wheelbarrows and bikes rarely go deeper
than the cap. For scratches, some brand names market color-matched packages. The largest maintenance action
is trimming plant life so vines do not wedge in between boards and rails, which can produce continuous wetness

and discoloration.

A short checklist before you authorize a contract

* Walk the residential or commercial property line with your Fencing Contractor and mark utilities, problems,

and quality changes so the style matches reality.

* Ask for article specification, footing deepness, and hardware type in writing so there is no guesswork on

structure.

® Confirm product guarantees and what invalidates them, like incorrect voids or inappropriate bolts, so the

fence company builds to spec.
® See and deal with genuine samples in sunlight and color on site so color and structure are not a surprise.

* Agree on maintenance expectations, consisting of resealing timetables for bamboo and cleansing for

composite, so ownership is clear.

Stories from the area that altered my mind

A pocket backyard near a train line had an allocate a high composite wall. The client desired silence. We built a 6
foot composite keep up a 2 foot trellis above to remain within code. It appeared like a sound wall, clean and
straightforward. Two weeks later, the next-door neighbor grew clumping bamboo behind it. The composite did

the heavy lifting on noise. The bamboo took the eye. The mix solved both problems.

A café on a gusty bluff asked for exotic bamboo to match their brand. After a winter tornado test, the original
cane screens fell short where the cords punctured at the articles. We restore with a treated frame, stainless clips
every 12 inches, and a sailmaker's attitude for lots courses. Three years on, one hurricane later on, the fencing still

hums. Bamboo is not weak. It simply needs the best skeleton.

At a rental duplex, the owner set up deal compound with timber posts and no leading rail. The spans ran 8 feet.
By the second summer, boards bowed like careless skis. We re-spaced the blog posts to 6 feet, included a
continuous light weight aluminum cap rail, and re-hung boards with proper gaps. That fence will certainly live a

silent life now. Composite forgives if you capture issues early. Leave it, and the repair service bill grows.

How to deal with contractors that know both materials



A reliable Fence Company will certainly not guide you to one item due to the fact that it is easier for them. They
will certainly ask about lifestyle, sun paths, wind, family pets, design, and budget with time. They will show you
previous tasks that aged, not just the ones from last month. They will certainly speak openly about failings and
what they changed.

Look for a fencing installer that brings greater than a trailer of devices. They need to show up with example
sections you can lean on, fasteners you can touch, and a plan for posts that acknowledges your dirt. If they are
unclear regarding equipment or footing deepness, or if they brush off expansion spaces in composite, maintain

purchasing. An excellent Fencing company leaves a fencing behind that does not need excuses.

Where | land, after years of excavating holes

Bamboo and composite are not opponents. They are various answers to the exact same collection of human
needs: personal privacy, limit, charm, and a feeling that your room is your own. If you yearn for a living
appearance that has fun with light and wind, and you enjoy having a tendency a point to keep it wonderful,
bamboo belongs in your globe. If you want your fencing to fade into the history and just stand there doing its

task, composite makes a strong ally.

Either way, think like a home builder. Keep the material off the ground. Let water flee. Select fasteners that will
certainly outlive the boards. Regard movement from heat and cold. Set posts like you suggest it. A fence stops
working at its weakest habit. Build excellent habits, and the line you draw around your place will certainly

maintain its guarantee for years.



