Why Radon Testing Adams County Homeowners
Should Be a Priority

Understanding the Invisible Risk in Your Home

When | bought my first home in Adams County, radon was the last thing on my mind. | worried
about the roof, the furnace, and whether the basement would stay dry. But after a neighbor
mentioned testing, | learned something that changed how | think about home safety. Radon is
a colorless, odorless gas that comes from the natural breakdown of uranium in soil. It can seep
into any home through cracks in the foundation, gaps around pipes, and even through well
water. The Environmental Protection Agency estimates that radon causes thousands of lung
cancer deaths each year in the United States, and Pennsylvania has some of the highest radon
levels in the country. That is why radon testing Adams County residents should never skip is so
critical. The geology of south-central Pennsylvania, with its granite and shale deposits, makes
this area especially prone to elevated radon concentrations. But the good news is that testing
is simple and affordable, and mitigation can dramatically reduce your risk.

| remember the first time | opened a radon test kit. It looked like a small plastic canister, and |
placed it in my basement for three days. When | mailed it to the lab, | felt a little foolish for
worrying. Then the results came back: 8.9 picocuries per liter. The EPA action level is 4.0. That
number made me realize how easy it is to ignore something you cannot see. Since then, | have
talked to dozens of homeowners in Adams County who had no idea their homes were above
the action level. Many had lived there for years. The lesson is clear: you cannot assume your
home is safe just because your neighbor's test came back low. Radon levels vary widely even
between houses on the same street, depending on soil composition, construction methods,
and how well the foundation is sealed.

How Radon Enters Your Home and Why It Builds Up

Radon moves from the soil into the air pressure inside your home. Houses act like chimneys,
pulling air from the ground through the basement or crawlspace. This is called the stack effect,
and it is stronger in winter when warm air rises and creates a vacuum at the bottom of the
house. That is why radon levels can be higher during the heating season. But radon is a year-
round concern. It can enter through sump pumps, floor drains, and even tiny cracks in a slab
foundation. In Adams County, where many homes have basements that are partially or fully
below grade, the risk is even greater. | once visited a home near Gettysburg where the owner
had finished the basement into a beautiful family room. The radon level was 16 pCi/L. The
family spent hours down there watching movies. They had no idea they were breathing in



radioactive particles every time they relaxed. That story is not unusual. It is exactly why radon
testing Adams County homeowners take seriously can make such a difference.
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If you are thinking about testing, you have two main options: a short-term test that lasts 2 to 90
days, or a long-term test that lasts more than 90 days. Short-term tests give you a quick
snapshot, but they can be affected by weather and how much you ventilate the house. Long-
term tests give a more accurate average, because radon levels fluctuate with the seasons. For
a reliable reading, the EPA recommends starting with a short-term test, and if the result is
above 4 pCi/L, follow up with a long-term test before making mitigation decisions. You can buy
test kits at hardware stores, online, or through local health departments. Some companies
offer electronic continuous monitors that give real-time readings, but these tend to be more
expensive. For most people, a simple charcoal canister kit is more than sufficient.
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What to Do If Your Test Shows High Levels

If your radon test comes back above 4 pCi/L, do not panic. Mitigation is usually straightforward
and effective. The most common method is sub-slab depressurization, which involves drilling a
small hole in the basement floor, installing a pipe that runs from the hole up through the roof,
and attaching a fan that pulls radon from below the slab and vents it outside. This system can
lower radon levels by 80 to 99 percent. The cost typically ranges from 800 to 2,500 dollars,
depending on the complexity of the installation. Some homes with crawlspaces or block walls
may need different approaches, but a certified radon mitigation contractor can assess your
home and design a solution.
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| have seen homes where the radon level dropped from 12 pCi/L to below 2 pCi/L after
mitigation. The difference is life-changing, not just in terms of health but also peace of mind.
One family | know had their children sleeping in a basement bedroom. After mitigation, the
parents told me they finally felt safe letting their kids play down there. That is the kind of real-
world impact that testing and mitigation can have. It is not just about numbers on a report. It is
about protecting the people you love from a preventable health risk.

Tips for Choosing a Radon Test Kit and Contractor

When you buy a test kit, look for one that says "EPA-listed" or "meets EPA requirements." Many
state health departments also offer free or low-cost kits. In Pennsylvania, the Department of
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Environmental Protection (DEP) provides information on certified testers and mitigation
contractors. If you hire a contractor, ask if they are certified by the National Radon Proficiency
Program (NRPP) or the Pennsylvania Radon Certification Program. A good contractor will not
pressure you into unnecessary work. They will explain the testing process, show you the
results, and give you a clear mitigation plan with a written guarantee. Be wary of anyone who
offers to mitigate without testing first, or who quotes a price over the phone without seeing
your home.

Here are a few practical considerations when scheduling radon testing:
o radon testing Adams County

e Test during normal living conditions. Keep windows and doors closed except for
normal entry and exit.

¢ Place the test kit in the lowest livable area of the home, at least 20 inches above the
floor and away from drafts, heat sources, and humidity.

e Do not test during severe storms or high winds, which can skew the results.

e If you test in winter, make sure the home is heated normally and no windows are
open.

e Follow the kit instructions exactly. Mailing the kit promptly after the test period is
critical.

After mitigation, retest to confirm the system is working. Many contractors include a follow-up
test in their fee. If not, do it yourself. It is worth the small extra cost to verify that the radon
level has dropped below 4 pCi/L. | always recommend retesting every two years or after any
major renovation, since changes to the foundation or HVAC system can affect radon entry.

The Role of Local Resources and Community Knowledge

Living in Adams County means we have access to local experts who understand the specific
geology and housing stock of the area. That matters because a mitigation system that works
in Philadelphia may not be the best solution for a stone farmhouse in Adams County with a
dirt-floor crawlspace. Local contractors have seen it all. They know which homes tend to have
high levels and which mitigation methods hold up over time. Word of mouth is valuable, but |
also suggest checking with the Pennsylvania DEP for a list of certified professionals. The DEP
also maintains radon test results by county, which can give you a sense of the general risk in
your area. For Adams County, the average indoor radon level is around 10 pCi/L, more than
double the national average. That is a strong signal that testing should be on every
homeowner's to-do list.



| have had conversations with real estate agents in Adams County who say radon testing is
becoming a standard part of home inspections. Buyers are more informed now than they were
ten years ago. Sellers are sometimes asked to mitigate before closing. Ignoring radon can cost
you not just your health but also the resale value of your home. | have seen deals fall through
because a test came back high and the seller had not done any mitigation. On the other hand,
homes with documented low radon levels or a certified mitigation system often sell faster and
at a better price. It is one of those rare home improvements that pays for itself in multiple
ways.

For anyone still on the fence, consider this: radon testing is one of the cheapest and easiest
ways to protect your family from a serious health hazard. The test kit costs about 15 to 30
dollars. The time investment is a few minutes to set it up and mail it. The potential benefit is a
lifetime of reduced cancer risk. That is a no-brainer in my book. And if you need help
interpreting results or finding a contractor, there are local resources that can guide you. Radon
testing Adams County property owners should view as part of routine home maintenance is
exactly that: a simple step that keeps your home safe year after year.
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York PA Radon Pros, located at 867 Clare Ln, York, PA 17402, USA, can be reached at +1 717-
807-5245 and serves as a local resource for radon testing, mitigation, and fan replacement in
York and Adams County, Pennsylvania, offering trusted contractor recommendations and DEP-
backed data.



