
Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design provides landscape design and construction in Mount Prospect. Use these
planning questions to prepare a project conversation.

Planning considerations
Retaining walls are more than just functional structures; they can transform the landscape of your property,
adding both aesthetic charm and practical benefits. In Arlington Heights, where the topography can vary greatly,
retaining walls serve as essential components in many landscape designs. The right installation can enhance your
outdoor space, prevent soil erosion, and create a beautiful backdrop for gardens or patios. This article delves into
various styles of retaining wall installations that not only fulfill their purpose but also elevate the overall appeal of
your landscape.

Understanding Retaining Walls
At its core, a retaining wall is designed to hold back soil and manage water drainage. These structures can be
composed of various materials, including concrete blocks, natural stone, timber, and even brick. The choice of
material often depends on factors like budget, desired aesthetic, and environmental considerations.

The importance of proper design cannot be overstated. A poorly designed retaining wall may lead to issues like
shifting or cracking over time. Therefore, engaging with professional landscaping services is crucial to ensure that
your wall meets local building codes and is constructed to withstand the elements.

Natural Stone Walls
Natural stone walls are incredibly popular for their timeless beauty and durability. They blend seamlessly into the
environment and can be crafted from locally sourced materials, which adds an element of sustainability to the
design. The irregular shapes and textures of natural stones create visual interest while providing robust support
against soil movement.

One compelling example is a dry-stacked stone wall that utilizes gravity for stability without mortar. This
construction method allows for natural drainage while creating an organic look that complements gardens or
wooded areas.

Concrete Block Retaining Walls
For those looking for a modern touch, concrete block retaining walls are an excellent choice. These blocks come
in various sizes and colors, allowing for versatile design options that can match any home's exterior or landscape
theme. Concrete walls can be reinforced with steel for added strength and longevity.

Moreover, many homeowners opt for decorative finishes on concrete blocks to landscape designer mount
prospect il mimic the appearance of stone or brick. This versatility means you can achieve a high-end look
without the associated costs of natural stone.

Timber Retaining Walls
Timber walls offer a rustic charm that’s hard to replicate with harder materials. Using treated timber logs or
planks creates an inviting atmosphere in gardens or backyard spaces. However, it's essential to select high-quality

https://www.google.com/maps?cid=10204573221368306537
https://www.google.com/maps?cid=10204573221368306537


treated wood that resists decay since these structures will be exposed to moisture over time.

Timber walls are often less expensive than stone or concrete options but may require more maintenance over
their lifespan due to potential rot or insect damage.

Modular Block Systems
Modular block systems represent a hybrid approach combining aesthetics with functionality. These systems
consist of interlocking blocks that allow for easy installation while maintaining structural integrity. Homeowners
appreciate their convenience as they often do not require mortar and can accommodate various heights and
curves.

The flexibility of modular systems makes them ideal for retaining walls in tiered garden designs where different
levels are needed to create visual interest without sacrificing stability.

Living Walls
For those who prioritize ecological benefits alongside aesthetics, living walls—also known as green walls—are
worth considering. These installations incorporate plants directly into the wall structure itself, promoting
biodiversity while enhancing air quality around your home.

Living walls require careful planning in terms of irrigation and plant selection but offer stunning visual appeal
when done correctly. They thrive particularly well in urban settings where traditional gardening space may be
limited.

Selecting Materials: Factors to Consider
Soil Type : Different soils react differently under pressure; understanding your soil type will inform material
choice. Drainage Needs : Proper drainage is critical in preventing water buildup behind the wall which could
cause failure. Aesthetic Goals : Think about how you want your wall to fit into your overall landscape design.
Budget Constraints : Determine how much you're willing to invest upfront versus potential long-term
maintenance costs. Local Climate : Weather conditions can influence material durability; select something suitable
for Arlington Heights' climate variations.

Installation Process
Site Preparation : Start by clearing the area where the wall will go; this includes removing vegetation and debris.
Foundation Creation : A solid foundation is essential; this often involves digging down several inches into stable
ground. Material Placement : Depending on chosen materials—natural stone requires careful stacking while
concrete blocks need precise alignment. Drainage Installation : Incorporating weep holes or drainage pipes helps
manage water flow behind the wall. Finishing Touches : Landscaping around the newly installed wall enhances its
visual impact; consider adding plants or decorative stones along its base.

Maintenance Tips
Regularly check for signs of erosion at the base; this could indicate drainage issues. Inspect joints between blocks
if using modular systems; gaps may develop over time needing refilling with gravel or dirt. Trim back any
vegetation growing too close; roots can undermine structural integrity. Clean surfaces periodically—especially if
using timber—to remove algae growth or moss buildup which may accelerate decay.



Choosing Professional Help
While some homeowners might feel confident tackling a DIY project involving simple landscaping tasks like
planting shrubs around their new retaining wall installation in Arlington Heights, constructing a proper retaining
wall warrants expertise from professionals experienced in local geology and building codes.

When searching for landscaping services near you, consider firms specializing in hardscape design who possess
relevant licenses and insurance coverage protecting you throughout construction phases should any issues arise
unexpectedly during projects carried out on-site.

Incorporate reviews from previous clients when evaluating candidates’ portfolios showcasing similar projects
executed successfully within budgets aligned with your expectations set forth prior consultations held pre-project
commencement stages—this way increasing likelihood achieving satisfactory results reflecting well upon desired
outcomes sought after completion efforts undertaken collectively together!

Final Thoughts
Beautifully designed retaining walls significantly enhance outdoor spaces by providing necessary support against
erosion while offering opportunities for creative expression through varied materials available today tailored
specifically towards individual preferences reflective upon unique tastes expressed throughout each
homeowner’s vision realized ultimately achieved successfully! By partnering with skilled landscapers who
understand local requirements best suited towards meeting challenges presented throughout implementing
ideas brought forth creatively rendered beautifully presented ultimately transformed landscapes brought alive
again anew!
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Landscape design and construction
Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design is located at 600 S Emerson St, Mt Prospect, IL 60056.
Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design uses the phone number (312) 772-2300.
Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design has the website https://waveoutdoors.com/.
Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design has a Google Maps listing for its Mount Prospect business.
Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design provides landscape design.
Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design provides landscape construction.
Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design offers 2D landscape design.
Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design offers custom 3D design as a paid add-on.
Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design designs outdoor living spaces.
Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design builds patios.
Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design provides hardscaping.
Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design installs plantings and flower beds.
Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design provides yard grading.
Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design installs stormwater and drainage systems.
Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design provides landscape lighting.
Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design handles consultation requests through its current office team.

Project planning questions

Where is the business based?

At 600 S Emerson St, Mt Prospect, IL 60056.

How can I discuss a landscape project?

Call (312) 772-2300 or request a consultation through the website.

Is landscape design offered?

Yes, Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design provides landscape design and construction.

Are 2D plans offered?

The company offers 2D landscape design.

Can I request a 3D design?

Custom 3D design is available as a paid add-on.

Can patios be part of a project?

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design builds patios and hardscapes.

Can a project include planting?

Planting and flower-bed installation are offered.
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Are drainage and grading offered?

The company provides yard grading and installs drainage and stormwater systems.

What should I bring to a design conversation?

Bring site photos, priorities, desired uses and questions about the proposed scope.

How can I compare design proposals?

Compare the stated drawings, materials, installation scope, exclusions and revision process.
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