
If you live in Scarborough, Ontario and Go to the website want a nearby escape without committing to a far
road trip, Markham, Ontario is one of the simplest and most enjoyable choices. As part of York Region and the
wider Greater Toronto Area, Markham offers a variety of outdoor activities, Markham landmarks, pedestrian-
friendly neighbourhoods, and family-friendly attractions that are ideal for outdoor pest control near me a
easygoing afternoon or a full weekend itinerary.

Whether you are planning a day trip from Scarborough for clean air, shopping and dining, or a bit of culture,
Markham has a well-rounded mix of things to do in Markham for every season. You will find conservation area
scenery, a historic village feel, public parks, and neighbourhood spots that are easy to pair into one outing. For
many Scarborough residents, that balance of convenience and variety is exactly what makes Markham worth the
drive.

Reasons Why Markham Is Worth a Visit from Scarborough
Markham is near enough to seem familiar, but unique enough to make the trip valuable. From Scarborough, the
usual drive into Markham usually follows Highway 401 and may also use Highway 407 depending on your
starting point, traffic, and whether you want a speedier toll route. That easy access is a big reason Markham has
become a favourite for quick outings in the Greater Toronto Area.

Because Markham sits in York Region, it blends urban convenience with more spacious suburban planning. That
means more convenient access to public parking, more room around parks and plazas, and neighbourhoods
that are simple to navigate if you want to explore several local attractions in one day. It is also an appealing
option for visitors looking for a more relaxed alternative to downtown Toronto, while still staying within the same
metro area.

For Scarborough residents, the appeal is practical as much as scenic. You can leave after breakfast, explore a
conservation area, have lunch near a historic village, and still be home before evening. That is a strong benefit for
anyone looking for things to do in Markham without spending much time in transit. It is also a good fit for
people comparing leisure plans to local services they already know, such as pest control scarborough, because
the same idea applies: choose something nearby, reliable, and easy to schedule.

Markham also works well for different trip styles. If you want outdoor recreation, there are pondside paths and
city parks. If you prefer a cultural destination, there are galleries and heritage buildings. If you are planning a
family outing, the mix of shopping, food, and walking trails gives everyone something to enjoy. That flexibility is
why many people see Markham as one of the best parks in Markham and a strong well-rounded day trip
destination.

Top Outdoor Spots and Natural Areas in Markham
One of the top reasons to visit Markham is its excellent selection of parks and green space. These spots offer
walking trails, picnic areas, and scenic views that feel refreshing year-round. If you are looking for fresh-air
activities close to home, Markham delivers a satisfying mix of quiet paths and family-friendly park settings.

Milne Dam Conservation Park

Milne Dam Conservation Park is one of the best-known outdoor spaces in the city and a well-loved
conservation area for visitors who want a calm, nature-forward stop. The park features wide open areas, mature
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trees, and walking trails that are simple to enjoy on foot. It is a good choice for birdwatching, a casual stroll, or
simply spending time outside without a major hike.

For families, Milne Dam Conservation Park offers ample space for a relaxed picnic or a low-key afternoon. The
setting feels airy and scenic, and in spring and fall especially, it can be a peaceful escape from busier city streets.
If you are building a weekend itinerary around local attractions, this park pairs well with nearby neighbourhood
spots in Markham.

Toogood Pond Park

Toogood Pond Park is one of the most admired green spaces in Markham thanks to its scenic pond, boardwalk-
style areas, and gentle pathways. It is ideal for people who like a mix of nature and convenience because it sits
close to one of the city’s more charming historic districts. The atmosphere is especially appealing for leisurely
walks, casual photos, and a quiet break between meals or shopping stops.

The pond and surrounding paths make Toogood Pond Park a good pick if you want accessible paths and a city
park that does not feel rushed. Many visitors combine it with Main Street Unionville, turning the area into a half-
day outing that includes walking, dining, and sightseeing. For anyone looking for family-friendly attractions in a
picturesque setting, this is one of the best parks in Markham to put on the list.

Rouge National Urban Park

Rouge National Urban Park reaches into the eastern edge of the region and is among the most important
outdoor areas near Markham. While it covers a large area across the Greater Toronto Area, it remains a notable
nearby option for residents looking for more immersive outdoor recreation. The park includes natural landscapes,
trails, and protected habitat, making it a standout conservation area for extended walks and seasonal exploring.

If you are planning a trip focused on walking trails, Rouge National Urban Park is a great choice when you want
more than a neighbourhood stroll. It is especially appealing during milder months, when trail conditions are more
favorable and the experience feels more comfortable for a longer visit. Because the park can be spacious and
varied, it is wise to check local visitor tips and trail access before heading out.

Bevinton Park



Bevinton Park is a more local-feeling city park that works well for residents and visitors who want a
straightforward, low-pressure stop. It may not be as widely known as larger conservation areas, but that can be
part of its appeal. Smaller parks often feel easier for an casual family outing, especially if you want a quick walk, a
play area, or a convenient outdoor break between other plans.

For Scarborough visitors, Bevinton Park can be a useful add-on to a broader Markham day. If your main goals are
to enjoy a few neighbourhood spots and spend some time outside, it can round out the itinerary without
requiring a major detour. It is also one of those local attractions that shows how Markham balances community
spaces with bigger destination parks.

Landmarks and Heritage Spots to See
The city is not just parks. It also has historic streets, arts-focused destinations, and landmark areas that help
define the city’s identity. If you enjoy heritage design and walkable districts, this part of Markham is where the
city’s personality really stands out.

Markham Village

Markham Village is one of the city’s best known historic districts and a classic historic village atmosphere in the
middle of modern suburban growth. Here, visitors can see heritage buildings, older streetscapes, and a small-
town charm that feels different from more commercial parts of the GTA. It is a good place to pause and notice
the details of the area’s development.

Markham Village also works well as part of a easygoing walking route. You can browse, eat, and take in the
historic architecture without needing to rush. For visitors coming from Scarborough, this is often the part of the
trip that makes Markham feel different: it is not just another suburban shopping stop, but a place with a visible
historical layer.

Varley Art Gallery

Varley Art Gallery is one of the city’s top cultural destinations and an important name in the local arts scene. It is
closely associated with the artistic heritage of the region and makes a strong stop for visitors who want
something beyond parks and retail. The gallery is a natural fit for a more relaxed afternoon, especially if your plan
includes both indoor and outdoor activities.

The gallery adds richness to the list of things to do in Markham because it gives the city a cultural edge. It is also
a nice option during colder months or rainy days when you want a comfortable indoor activity. For families,
couples, or solo visitors, it offers a calm, thoughtful break from a busier shopping or trail-focused schedule.

Main Street Unionville

Main Street Unionville is one of the most visited landmark streets in Markham and a favourite for strolling,
dining, and photography. The area combines preserved character with modern conveniences, giving visitors a
strong sense of place. It is particularly appealing if you enjoy historic architecture, boutique storefronts, and a
village-style atmosphere that feels welcoming for a casual outing.

Main Street Unionville blends well with Toogood Pond Park, making it easy to combine nature and
neighbourhood exploration in one trip. That combination is especially useful for visitors planning a day trip from
Scarborough because it creates a full itinerary without much extra driving. For many people, this is one of the top
Markham landmarks because it captures both history and everyday local life.



First Markham Place

First Markham Place is an additional important local destination, especially for visitors interested in shopping
and dining. While it is more shopping-focused than heritage-focused, it still deserves a spot on a Markham
sightseeing list because it reflects the city’s modern multicultural character. It is a convenient stop for snacks,
meals, browsing, and general errands during a day out.

When paired with nearby neighbourhood spots, First Markham Place can make a trip feel more complete. It is
also useful if you want to mix retail and sightseeing without committing to a long schedule. For many
Scarborough visitors, that convenience is part of the attraction.

Districts and Nearby Places to Visit
Some of the most enjoyable moments in Markham can be found in its areas rather than from headline
destinations alone. The city’s districts each have their own character, from heritage charm to newer mixed-use
centres. If you are interested in neighbourhood spots, these are the places worth exploring.

Unionville

Unionville is one of the most popular neighbourhoods in Markham, and for good reason. It brings a mix of
historic charm, local shops, and walkable streets that make it especially appealing for a slow-paced outing. The
area is strongly connected to Main Street Unionville and Toogood Pond Park, so it is easy to build a full visit
around this district.

Unionville is a great option if you want a flexible plan that includes a walk, lunch, and some browsing. It is also
one of the most photogenic neighbourhood spots in the city, especially when the weather is nice and the streets
are lively. For a family outing or a couple’s day trip, it gives you plenty of options without feeling overwhelming.

Markham Village

Markham Village deserves a second mention here because it works as both a landmark area and a
neighbourhood to explore. Beyond the historic core, the surrounding area includes local businesses, community
character, and a slower pace than some of the newer commercial zones. This makes it a strong stop for visitors
who want to see how old and new Markham coexist.

The village setting also makes it easy to appreciate the area’s sense of continuity. You can find a mix of heritage,
local services, and approachable streets that support a relaxed visit. If you are building a weekend itinerary, this is
a district that rewards wandering.

Cornell

Cornell represents a more modern side of Markham, with planned streets, neighbourhood amenities, and a
community-oriented feel. It is not as heritage-heavy as Unionville or Markham Village, but it offers a different
kind of local experience. Visitors who like newer suburban design, parks, and easy navigation may find this area
especially practical.

The Cornell area is also helpful for guests who want to explore beyond the famous tourist stops. It can be a good
example of how Markham blends residential planning with everyday livability. If your interest is in local spots that
feel functional and family-friendly, Cornell belongs on the list.

Downtown Markham



Downtown Markham gives the city a more modern, mixed-use feel. It is one of the clearest signs of Markham’s
recent growth and is a valuable destination for people interested in modern urban design, shopping and dining,
and public spaces that support community events. The area is a clear contrast to the historic village zones and
helps round out the city’s identity.

For visitors from Scarborough, Downtown Markham can be a convenient stop when you want restaurants,
walkability, and newer developments in one place. It is particularly welcoming for evenings, casual meetups, and
seasonal events that bring more life to the area. If you like a city centre feel without downtown Toronto
congestion, this area is worth a look.

Family-Oriented Places, Shopping, and Eating
Markham is especially well-suited for visitors who want to blend sightseeing with easy logistics. There are plenty
of family-friendly attractions, retail centres, and dining choices that can be part of a single trip. This makes the
city a strong option for a easygoing family outing or a convenient day with mixed interests.

Frederick Horsman Varley Art Gallery is another title many visitors use when looking for the gallery experience
tied to the Varley legacy. It is a great cultural stop for families who want a quieter activity and for anyone who
enjoys local history and art. As a cultural destination, it helps balance a trip that may otherwise lean heavily
toward shopping or outdoor time.

CF Markville is a major shopping destination in Markham and a reliable place to run errands, grab lunch, or take
a break indoors. It is one of the most convenient places to fold into a day trip, especially if the weather changes
or you want a indoor stop between parks. For people who like shopping and dining in one place, CF Markville is a
practical anchor.

Pacific Mall is one of the region’s best-known retail destinations and an important part of Markham’s broader
shopping scene. Visitors come here for a bustling, multicultural retail experience with plenty of food options and
specialty shops. If your trip is not only about sightseeing but also about shopping and eating, Pacific Mall is a
useful and lively stop.

Unionville GO Station is worth noting for transit-minded readers because it offers convenient public transit
access to the area. If you are not driving from Scarborough, or if you want to avoid traffic near peak times,
checking the GO Transit schedule can make the outing much smoother. It is especially useful if your plan includes
Main Street Unionville, nearby trails, or a broader exploration of the area.

These stops are all part of what makes Markham enjoyable to families and casual visitors alike. You can move
from a park to a gallery to a meal to a shopping centre without creating a busy schedule. That convenience is a
major reason people return to Markham for return visits.

How to Arrange a Day Outing from Scarborough to Markham
Organizing a day trip from Scarborough to Markham is simple, but a little planning helps you maximize the
day. If you are driving, the most common routes use Highway 401 and, depending on your starting point and
traffic, Highway 407. The 401 can be crowded during commute windows, while the 407 may be more efficient
for some routes if you want to prioritize time over toll costs.

If you prefer transit, GO Transit can be a practical option, especially if your destination is near Unionville GO
Station or another transit-accessible point in the city. Transit works well when you want to spend the day
strolling through Unionville, visiting local attractions, or combining a cultural stop with a meal and a short stroll.
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Parking is usually reasonably convenient in Markham, but it still helps to think ahead. Many destinations offer
public parking, though the convenience and availability can vary by time of day and location. Popular spots such
as Main Street Unionville, park entrances, and commercial areas may be busier during weekends, events, and
warm-weather afternoons.

A smart weekend itinerary might look like this: leave Scarborough in the morning, stop at a park such as Milne
Dam Conservation Park or Toogood Pond Park, have lunch near Main Street Unionville, then finish with shopping
at CF Markville or Pacific Mall. If you want a lighter day, choose one park and one neighbourhood area instead of
trying to fit in too much. That approach often makes the trip more enjoyable and less rushed.

When planning your route, also think about traffic and seasonal conditions. The drive can be noticeably slower
during weekday rush hours, and winter parking can be tighter after snowfalls. In summer, weekend traffic can
build around popular local attractions and seasonal events, so arriving earlier in the day is often the best move.

Things to Know Before You Go
A well-planned Markham trip depends on timing as much as destination choice. A few handy visitor tips can keep
the day more comfortable and prevent surprises.

Seasonal hours are important, especially for parks, galleries, and smaller businesses. Some attractions have
reduced schedules during the off-season, while others may close earlier in winter. Before you go, it is smart to
confirm opening times so your plan does not depend on a location that may not be available when you arrive.

Accessible trails are another important consideration. Not every path or outdoor area has the same surface or
slope, so if mobility is a concern, it helps to check route details ahead of time. Parks such as Toogood Pond Park
often appeal to visitors because they can offer easier paths and a comfortable pace for a wider range of users.

The weather in the GTA can change your day quickly. Spring trail conditions may be muddy or uneven after
thawing, summer heat can make midday walking less comfortable, and autumn is often one of the best seasons
for outdoor recreation. In winter, snow and ice can affect both driving and parking, so plan extra time if
conditions are poor.

Finally, keep an eye on event calendars. Markham’s seasonal events can add a lot to the experience, especially
in summer and around holidays. Festivals, markets, and community events can make neighbourhood areas
busier, but they can also make the trip more enjoyable if you are in the mood for a lively atmosphere. Checking
ahead helps you decide whether you want a quiet visit or a more active one.

In short, Markham is a great choice for Scarborough residents who want nearby variety. With parks, heritage
streets, shopping centres, and easy travel options, it offers many things to do in Markham without requiring a
complicated plan. Whether you are after a scenic pond, a historic village, or a simple family outing, the city gives
you plenty of reasons to return.

FAQ



Which places are best to see in Markham, ON if you are visiting for the first time?

On your first trip, start with Main Street Unionville, Toogood Pond Park, Markham Village, and Varley Art
Gallery. These places offer a strong mix of historic architecture, walking trails, local attractions, and cultural
destination options in one easy trip.

What Markham parks work best for walking, picnics, and family outings?

Milne Dam Conservation Park, Toogood Pond Park, and Rouge National Urban Park are excellent for walking
trails and outdoor recreation. Bevinton Park is also a nice city park for a simple family outing or a shorter stop.

Which landmarks are the most popular and historic areas in Markham?

The top Markham landmarks and historic areas include Main Street Unionville, Markham Village, and the
heritage atmosphere around Unionville. The Varley Art Gallery also stands out as a key cultural destination tied
to the area’s history.

How do you get from Scarborough to Markham by car or transit?

By car, most visitors from Scarborough, Ontario drive via Highway 401 and sometimes Highway 407,
depending on traffic and route preference. For transit, GO Transit is a practical option, especially if you are
heading to areas near Unionville GO Station.

Is Markham a worthwhile place to visit for a day trip from Scarborough?

Yes. Markham is an easy and worthwhile day trip from Scarborough because it combines parks, shopping and
dining, historic village areas, and family-friendly attractions. As a nearby city in York Region and the Greater
Toronto Area, it offers enough variety to fill a full day without long travel time.


