
A Sticking Door Is A Clue, Not The Whole Problem
When a door starts rubbing the jamb or refusing to close, the sticking is usually the last step in a longer problem.

A few issues are quick fixes, while others are signs that the opening has shifted enough that repair only buys
time.

If the house has settled or shifted, how foundation movement in North Texas affects window and door
installation becomes very real, because the opening itself may no longer be square.

Start with the basics, loose hinge screws, swollen wood, bad alignment at the strike plate, and weatherstripping
that has come loose or is too thick for the opening.

An experienced company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

When Repair Makes Sense
Repair is usually the better call when the door slab is sound and the problem is isolated to Midlothian Window &
Door Solutions 304 N 3rd St, Midlothian, TX 76065 hardware or minor seasonal movement.

A repair is often enough when the problem is one of the following:

Hinges that have worked loose or screws that no longer bite into the framing

A strike plate that needs a small adjustment

Minor swelling from humidity or moisture exposure

Weatherstripping that is too thick, torn, or out of position

A latch that needs tuning, lubrication, or repositioning

Problems like these usually do not justify a full replacement, because the door can still perform well once the
hardware and alignment are corrected.

Repair also makes sense when you are dealing with a newer door and the finish, core, and frame are still in
decent condition.

On some front doors, a small adjustment plus new weatherstripping will solve the sticking and improve comfort
at the same time.

When Replacement Is The Better Investment
If the door keeps failing even after repairs, the issue is probably bigger than the hardware.

Look hard at the frame and slab if you see any of the following:

Rot, delamination, or cracking in the door slab

A frame that is twisted, out of square, or pulling away from the wall

Repeated sticking after hinge and latch adjustments

Air leaks, water at the threshold, or weak thermal performance

Visible damage from impact, storms, or age

When the slab is warped or the frame has moved too far out of alignment, repair may get the door closing for
now, but it usually does not solve the underlying issue.
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A tired exterior door can become a comfort problem as much as a mechanical one, especially in Texas weather.

Fiberglass vs steel vs wood entry doors for North Texas weather is not just a style question, because each material
ages differently in sun, wind, and heat.

Wood can swell and shrink, steel can dent or corrode, and fiberglass often holds up well but is not immune to
frame problems.

The Practical Factors That Should Tilt Your Choice
Cost is part of the decision, but not the only part.

In most markets, a simple repair costs far less than full replacement, but once you add frame work, finish work,
and a new slab, the gap can narrow quickly.

A prehung door vs slab door replacement for Texas homes can also change the total, because a prehung unit
includes more components and usually solves more alignment issues.

Texas heat, sudden cold snaps, and seasonal storms are hard on doors and the openings around them.

If you are already upgrading, best exterior doors for hail and storm resistance in Ellis County may be worth a
look, especially if the old door has taken one too many hits.

A new door can solve the sticking, reduce drafts, and improve how the entrance looks from the street.

How To Make The Repair Or Replace Decision With Confidence
If the sticking is minor, the opening is still healthy, and the fix is straightforward, a repair is the right move.

When the problem is rooted in age, movement, or damage that will not stay fixed, replacement is the better
long-term investment.

That question cuts through a lot of uncertainty, because it separates a small mechanical issue from a failing
assembly.

For homeowners in Midlothian TX and across Ellis County, that decision often comes down to how much the
home has moved and how much wear the door has absorbed over time.


