
How To Save Money On How Much Does A Driving Licence Cost In Ireland

Navigating the Road Ahead: How Much Does a Driving Licence Cost in
Ireland?
Starting the journey to get a driving licence in Ireland is an amazing milestone. Whether it is for profession
progression, the flexibility of the open roadway, or merely no longer relying on public transport, supporting the
wheel is a major life step. However, the course to getting a complete, unrestricted driving licence is not free.

From theory tests and obligatory lessons to application costs and insurance, the costs can accumulate rapidly. For
anybody planning their budget, comprehending the monetary dedication involved is vital.

This extensive guide breaks down every single cost associated with getting a driving licence in Ireland, providing
a clear roadmap of what to expect financially.

The Step-by-Step Breakdown of Costs
Getting a driving licence in Ireland is a multi-stage procedure. To help future drivers picture the financial
investment, the procedure has actually been broken down into consecutive actions, total with existing rates.

1. The Driver Theory Test (DTT)

Before a student can lawfully get behind the wheel, they need to pass the Driver Theory Test. This computer-
based where to apply for Irish driving license test tests a candidate's understanding of the rules of the roadway,
road signs, and risk awareness.

Expense: EUR45

Research study Materials: While the main book and CD-ROM expense around EUR35 to EUR40, lots of
candidates choose for free online resources and apps to save money.

2. The Learner Permit

When the theory test is effectively passed, the candidate can request their very first Learner Permit from the
National Driver Licence Service (NDLS).

Expense: EUR35 (Valid for 2 years)

Eye Test/Medical Report: Some candidates might require to submit a medical report or eye test report
(roughly EUR20-- EUR50, depending on the GP), though this is usually only required for particular medical
conditions or for drivers aged 70 and over.

3. Essential Driver Training (EDT)

In Ireland, learner car chauffeurs (Category B) must finish an obligatory course of 12 one-hour lessons with an
Approved Driving Instructor (ADI). While 12 is the statutory minimum, lots of learners require extra lessons to feel
confident.

Expense per lesson: EUR50 to EUR60 usually.

Overall for 12 lessons: EUR600 to EUR720.

https://irishdrivinglicense.com/


Suggestion: Many driving schools provide marked down block-booking bundles, which can minimize the per-lesson
expense.

4. Car Hire for the Driving Test

When the time comes to sit the useful driving test, candidates need to offer a roadworthy automobile that meets
all legal standards (legitimate NCT, tax, insurance, L-plates, and so on). If a student can not utilize a member of
the family's cars and truck, they will require to hire their trainer's car for the test.

Cost: EUR100 to EUR150 (typically consists of a pre-test lesson immediately before the test).

5. The Practical Driving Test

Administered by the Road Safety Authority (RSA), the practical driving test assesses a candidate's ability to drive
safely and competently in different traffic conditions.

Cost: EUR85 (Standard weekday test)

6. The Full Driving Licence

After passing the practical driving test, the successful prospect can lastly get their complete, 10-year driving
licence at the NDLS.

Cost: EUR55

Summary Table of All Direct Licence Costs
To make budgeting simpler, here is a consolidated table laying out the main compulsory and basic expenses
related to getting a Category B (car) driving licence in Ireland.

Stage of Process Description Approximated Cost (EUR) 1. Theory Test Official Driver Theory Test charge
EUR45.00 2. Learner Permit 2-Year Learner Permit (NDLS fee) EUR35.00 3. EDT Lessons 12 Mandatory Driving
Lessons (Avg. EUR55/lesson) EUR660.00 4. Driving Test RSA Practical Driving Test fee EUR85.00 5. Test Car Hire
Trainer automobile hire + pre-test lesson (Optional/Average) EUR120.00 6. Full Licence 10-Year Full Driving
Licence (NDLS fee) EUR55.00 OVERALL ESTIMATED COST From start to finish (Standard Route) ~
EUR1,000.00

Keep in mind: The figures in the table above represent standard baseline costs. Additional expenses may use
depending on specific learning curves.

Covert and Variable Costs to Keep in Mind
While the table above covers the direct administrative and training costs, potential chauffeurs must also spending
plan for a number of variable or "concealed" expenses that commonly emerge during the procedure.

Extra Driving Lessons: Very couple of students pass their test or feel completely prepared after simply the
12 compulsory EDT lessons. Many people require 3 to 10 additional lessons to iron out bad practices and
master challenging manoeuvres. Spending plan an extra EUR150 to EUR500 simply in case.

Insurance coverage Costs as a Learner: Driving another person's vehicle as a named driver, or taking out a
provisional policy on a first automobile, can be infamously expensive in Ireland. Depending upon age and car
engine size, student insurance coverage can range anywhere from EUR1,000 to EUR3,500+ each year.



Cars And Truck Maintenance and Tax: For those discovering in their own vehicle, fuel expenses for
practicing, NCT charges (EUR55), motor tax (varies by emissions/engine size), and basic upkeep should be
factored into the total equation.

Regularly Asked Questions

Can I spend for my EDT lessons at one time?

Many Approved Driving Instructors (ADIs) permit you to pay per lesson, though many provide discount rates if
you book and spend for a block of 6 or 12 lessons in advance. Always ensure your instructor is totally RSA-
registered before turning over money.

What happens if I fail my driving test?

Failing a driving test is common, but it does hit the wallet. If a candidate fails, they need to pay the EUR85 cost
again to book a re-test. Additionally, lots of candidates choose to take 2 or 3 refresher lessons with a trainer
before attempting once again, including another EUR100 to EUR180.

Are there any exemptions to the EDT program?

Under specific situations-- such as holding a valid, recognized foreign driving licence from particular designated
countries (e.g., Australia, South Africa, or Ontario)-- motorists might be able to exchange their licence directly
without finishing the full EDT and screening process. However, this depends completely on mutual arrangements
between Ireland and the providing nation.

Final Thoughts
Obtaining a driving licence in Ireland needs both a time commitment and a financial investment. On average, a
novice beginning from scratch can anticipate to invest in between EUR950 and EUR1,500 in direct costs,
lessons, and tests before they even acquire a lorry or insurance coverage policy.

By planning ahead, spreading the expenses over the months-long learning duration, and shopping around for
respectable driving instructors, learners can handle their spending plans efficiently and cruise smoothly towards
getting that long-awaited full licence.


