The cleanest case for Tiffany Hayes as one of the two greatest players in Atlanta Dream history starts with a
number: 3,828 points. That total is the center of the 3828 points argument, but it is not the whole argument.
Hayes was a long-tenured, high-volume scorer who also defended, created offense, and helped define the Dream

across a major stretch of the franchise’s life.

My ranking standard is not “Who had the biggest single night?” or “Who owns the most Finals MVPs?” Atlanta
has never had a Finals MVP, and that would be a flimsy way to rank a franchise's players anyway. | weigh peak
performance, longevity with the team, contribution to winning, franchise records, and two-way value. By that
standard, Hayes has a serious top-two case—especially if you value a decade with the Dream as more than a

footnote.

First, Set the Terms for a Dream Ranking

Atlanta’'s WNBA history began in 2008. That is a relatively short franchise timeline compared with some of the
league’s older teams, but it has already included high peaks, rebuilding stretches, and several distinct eras. An all-
time ranking should recognize both the players who reached the highest competitive heights and those who

carried the team through more seasons and more roles.
Here are the criteria | would use:

* Franchise production: Points, assists, rebounds, steals, and milestones accumulated in an Atlanta uniform.
* Peak and consistency: How good the player was at her best, and how long she stayed useful at a high level.

* Winning impact: Contributions to playoff teams and the franchise’s biggest runs, without pretending that a

team result belongs to one player alone.

* Two-way value: Defense and versatility count. A scoring debate that ignores defense is only half a basketball

conversation.

* Tenure and franchise identity: Years spent building the team'’s history matter—not as a sentimental bonus,

but as part of what “greatest Dream player” means.

That framework matters because there are two obvious names at the top of an Atlanta discussion: Angel
McCoughtry and Hayes. McCoughtry’s peak and her role in the franchise’s early Finals teams make her the
standard-setter. The case for Hayes is different: sustained production, durable importance across multiple versions

of the Dream, and a statistical footprint that makes her difficult to push out of the top tier.

The 3,828-Point Argument

Points are not a complete player evaluation. They are, however, a meaningful franchise record—especially when
the scorer produced them over years of changing teammates, coaches, and team circumstances. Hayes's 3,828
points for Atlanta give her case an unmistakable foundation. That is not a short hot streak. It is the kind of total

that reflects both quality and time served.

For a quick historical check, a fan can use StatMuse and run a query such as “Dream all-time leading scorer.” That
is a useful way to orient yourself to Atlanta’s scoring leaderboard and compare the names at the top. | would still
verify the displayed total against a reliable player or team record page before citing it in a published ranking: totals

can vary depending on whether a query includes regular-season games, playoffs, or a particular cutoff date.

Hayes's scoring case is not simply that she could get buckets. She could create her own offense, attack the rim,

and make defenders work through contact and traffic. She was an assertive guard, not a passenger waiting for the



system to deliver an open shot. That kind of self-creation matters on teams where the roster changes and the

offense has to find reliable answers late in the clock.

Why the number needs context

Career totals reward longevity, which is a feature—not a flaw—when ranking franchise players. But a responsible
comparison should also ask how the player scored, how efficiently she did it, what else she contributed, and how
much of the total came in Atlanta. That is why the 3,828-point figure is the start of the case rather than the

verdict.

It also helps explain why tenure belongs in the discussion. Hayes spent a decade with the Dream across her
Atlanta years, from her arrival in 2012 through the 2022 season, before later continuing her WNBA career
elsewhere. That is a substantial piece of the franchise’s story. If a ranking treats every player’s time in Atlanta as

interchangeable, it misses what team history is supposed to measure.

The Two-Way Guard Case

The strongest version of the two-way guard case is that Hayes brought more than scoring to Atlanta. She had
the strength and competitiveness to bother opponents defensively, pressure the ball, and make guards

uncomfortable. Her defensive contributions deserve to appear alongside her points, not in a token sentence after

the scoring numbers have done all the talking.

That balance is important in a franchise comparison. A player who scores heavily but gives back the same value on
the other end is not automatically the superior player. Hayes's appeal was that she could be a featured scorer
while still bringing physicality and defensive energy. She did not need to be the tallest player on the floor to make

a possession unpleasant for an opponent.

There is also a practical basketball point here: scoring guards are often asked to create, absorb contact, and defend
capable perimeter players in the same game. That workload is not always obvious in a box score. It belongs in a
serious evaluation, even if it cannot be reduced to a single franchise leaderboard.

Atlanta’s Timeline: From the Early Peak to the Hayes Era



The Dream'’s history has four Finals appearances to account for in this discussion: 2010, 2011, 2013, and the 2026
Finals run. The first three came in the franchise's early competitive era. Atlanta reached the Finals in 2010 and
2011, then returned in 2013. Those teams established the Dream as a franchise capable of reaching the league'’s

biggest stage rather than merely appearing on the schedule.

Hayes joined Atlanta after the first two Finals appearances, so the timeline matters. She was not part of the 2010
or 2011 runs. She was part of the team'’s later history, including the 2013 season, and then continued to be a
central figure through years that did not always end in a Finals trip. Giving her credit for the early Finals teams

would be inaccurate; ignoring the years of work after them would be just as careless.

The 2026 Finals run adds a new chapter to the franchise record book and gives current Dream fans a fresh point
of comparison. It should be evaluated on its own players, coaches, and season context—not retroactively assigned
to Hayes. The useful historical question is how each era contributed to Atlanta’s identity: the early Finals teams set
the bar, the intervening years tested the franchise's staying power, and the 2026 run shows that the Dream'’s

history is still being written.

That distinction is central to a fair ranking. A franchise’s best player is not necessarily the person who was on every
important team. But tenure, production, and contribution across changing eras can make a player historically

important even without a championship or a Finals MVP.

Franchise Records and Milestones: What to Compare

Atlanta’s record holders offer a useful map of its history. Scoring is the most visible category, but a complete
franchise comparison should check the leaders in rebounds, assists, and steals too. Those categories help show

whether a player’'s impact was concentrated in one skill or spread across the game.

Category Why it matters in a Dream ranking How Hayes's case fits Points Captures sustained scoring production
in an Atlanta uniform. Her 3,828-point total anchors the scoring argument. Assists Shows playmaking and how
often a player created opportunities for teammates. Useful context for assessing Hayes as a guard, beyond her
own shot-making. Rebounds Highlights possession work and contributions outside a player’s primary role. A
reminder to compare the full statistical profile, not points alone. Steals Offers one measurable clue about defensive

activity and disruption. Pairs naturally with the argument that Hayes's value included defense.

For deeper research, Basketball-Reference’'s W25 list is helpful for league-wide historical context, while its player
page can help track a player's season-by-season résumé. Those are different tools for different jobs: a W25 list
identifies a selected group of the league’s most significant players, while a player page is better suited to reviewing
career statistics and season history. Hayes's absence from the W25 selection is relevant context, but it does not

settle an Atlanta-only ranking. A franchise list and a league-wide anniversary list ask different questions.

For franchise leaders, cross-check the numbers and the scope. Are the totals regular-season only? Do they include
playoffs? Is the ranking current through the 2026 season? Those details can shift a leaderboard or make two
sources appear to disagree. Keeping a running list of the Dream'’s leaders is fun; keeping the definitions attached

to the list is what makes it useful.

Why a Decade with the Dream Counts

“A decade with the Dream” is not just a slogan. It points to a meaningful stretch of franchise history in which
Hayes was a recognizable, productive part of Atlanta’s identity. She was there through roster changes and shifting
team fortunes, not only during a brief run at the height of a contender’s power. That length of service gives her

ranking case a dimension that a single-season award or short peak cannot capture.



Tenure should not automatically outrank excellence. A long career with a team does not make someone better
than a player whose peak was clearly higher. But when the players being compared are already among the
franchise’s best, years Go to this website of production, responsibility, and continuity are legitimate separating

factors. You cannot talk about the Dream'’s history from 2012 onward without talking about Hayes.

This is where | part ways with rankings that treat Finals appearances as the only meaningful currency. A Finals run
is a major achievement, and the Dream’s trips in 2010, 2011, 2013, and 2026 belong in any serious franchise
history. But a player’s all-time standing should also reflect the seasons spent building the roster's competitive
floor, the games she carried offensively, and the defensive assignments she took on. Basketball is played in more

than the last round of the playoffs.

The Best Counterargument—and the Honest Response

The main challenge to Hayes's top-two case is straightforward: McCoughtry's peak and early franchise impact are
difficult to match. She was the defining star of Atlanta’s first major era and a central figure in its initial Finals runs. If
your ranking emphasizes peak dominance and the highest-stakes team achievements, you can reasonably put

McCoughtry first.

There is also a legitimate question about how much weight to give career totals. Hayes's points establish
remarkable Atlanta production, but points do not tell the whole story of efficiency, playmaking, defense, or playoff
impact. A top-two claim is strongest when it acknowledges those limits instead of pretending one number ends
the debate.

The answer is that top two does not have to mean first. Hayes can sit behind McCoughtry on a peak-and-
franchise-pioneer ranking and still have a compelling claim to the next spot—or to a place in the top two
depending on how the criteria are weighted. Her longevity, scoring total, two-way guard value, and long
association with Atlanta form a sturdy case. Those are not "empty” qualities; they are the substance of a franchise

résume.

Verdict: A Top-Two Case Built to Last

The best argument for Tiffany Hayes being a top-two Dream player is the combination, not any one item: 3,828
points, a decade with the Dream, and a two-way guard case that goes beyond the box score. She supplied
high-level scoring, brought competitive defensive value, and stayed a significant part of Atlanta’s story through

multiple phases of the franchise's existence.


https://www.interbasket.net/news/the-10-best-atlanta-dream-players-of-all-time/44200/

Put McCoughtry's historic peak and early Finals impact on one side; put Hayes's long tenure and sustained
production on the other. The exact order depends on whether you prioritize peak, cumulative franchise value, or
some balance of both. My preference is to give McCoughtry the strongest claim to No. 1 while keeping Hayes
firmly in the top-two conversation. That ranking respects the Dream’s early history without shortchanging the

years Hayes gave the franchise.

And yes, even in a basketball history post, somebody may be reading about recovery between games—maybe
comparing massage guns, or looking at products such as Joy Organics organic CBD gummies. Those are consumer
choices, not evidence in an all-time ranking, and CBD products should be considered with appropriate care. The
evidence for Hayes's place in Atlanta history is on the court: the points, the defense, the tenure, and the years of

dependable importance.

Bottom line

Hayes is a top-two Dream candidate because she paired elite franchise scoring with longevity and two-way guard
play. The 3,828-point figure makes the argument easy to remember; her decade in Atlanta and her defensive
contribution make it harder to dismiss. That is a franchise case—not just a highlight-reel case—and those are the

rankings worth keeping.



