
20 Fun Facts About Driving License Ireland

Navigating the Road Ahead: The Ultimate Guide to Getting a Driving
License in Ireland
Protecting a driving license in Ireland is a major turning point. Whether it is for career improvement, self-reliance,
or merely the convenience of weekend roadway trips, understanding the official process can save applicants both
money and time. Handled primarily by the Road Safety Authority (RSA) and the National Driver Licence Service
(NDLS), the Irish licensing system is structured to guarantee that every motorist on the roadway is qualified, safe,
and fully notified.

This detailed guide breaks down every step Visit this website of the journey, from your extremely first learner
authorization to exchanging a foreign license.

Action 1: The Learner Permit (Category B)
Before anybody can lawfully drive an automobile on Irish public roadways, they should get a Learner Permit.

Prerequisites

1. Age Requirement: The minimum age to get a Category B (vehicle) student authorization in Ireland is 17
years of ages.

2. Theory Test: Applicants need to initially pass the Driver Theory Test (DTT) for the appropriate car category.

3. Eyesight Report: Applicants should send a completed vision report kind (unless exempt).

4. Medical Report: A medical report form is needed for applicants aged 70 or over, or those with specific
specified medical conditions.

Student Permit Costs and Validity

Permit Type Credibility Period Basic Fee First Learner Permit 2 years EUR35.00 2nd Learner Permit 2 years
EUR35.00 Third and Subsequent Permits 1 year EUR35.00

Keep in mind: To qualify for a third or subsequent learner permit without having sat a driving test, applicants need
to provide proof of having booked and sat a driving test throughout the credibility of their previous authorization, or
have exceptional circumstances.

Action 2: Essential Driver Training (EDT)
If you are finding out to drive a car for the very first time, you must finish Essential Driver Training (EDT). This is
a mandatory training course designed to teach essential driving skills.

Number of Lessons: EDT includes 12 one-hour lessons provided by an Approved Driving Instructor (ADI).

Logbook: Every learner is provided an EDT logbook. Your ADI will tape your development online and accept
each completed module.

Sponsor: Learners are strongly motivated to practice beyond lessons with a "Sponsor." A sponsor must be
over 23 years of age and must have held a complete, legitimate driving license for at least 2 years.

https://irishdrivinglicense.com/


The 12 EDT Modules at a Glance

Lesson 1: Your cars and truck controls and safety checks

Lesson 2: Correct placing

Lesson 3: Changing gear

Lesson 4: Progress and speed

Lesson 5: Anticipation and reaction

Lesson 6: Sharing the road

Lesson 7: Driving safely through traffic

Lesson 8: Changing direction (mild to complex)

Lesson 9: Situational driving

Lesson 10: Hazards

Lesson 11: Night driving

Lesson 12: Summary and examine

Step 3: The Driving Test
When you have actually completed your EDT lessons and held your learner authorization for a minimum of 6
months, you are qualified to use for the useful driving test.

How to Apply

Applications are handled online via the RSA website. Applicants will require:

A valid student authorization number

A Public Services Card (PSC) and a MyGovID account

A debit or credit card to pay the test charge (currently EUR85 for a basic automobile test)

What to Expect on Test Day

The driving test lasts roughly 40 minutes and tests both your practical driving capability and your knowledge of
the rules of the roadway.

1. Technical Questions: You will be asked hand signals and questions about the car's secondary controls (e.g.,
wipers, demisters).

2. Under the Bonnet: You may be asked to explain where you inspect fluid levels (oil, coolant, brake fluid).

3. The Drive: You will drive in different traffic conditions, performing a reverse around a corner and a turnabout
(three-point turn). A hill start might also be requested.

Step 4: Graduating to a Full Driving License
Passed your test? Congratulations! You are no longer required to display 'L' plates, and you can drive
unaccompanied.

Requesting Your First Full License

You must make an application for your complete license at an NDLS centre (or online via NDLS.ie) within 2 years
of passing your driving test. If you wait longer than 2 years, you will unfortunately have to retake the driving test.



Guidelines for Novice Drivers

For the very first 2 years after getting your very first full driving license, you are legally categorized as a Novice
Driver.

You need to show N-plates on the front and rear of your lorry at all times.

The lower alcohol limit threshold uses to newbie drivers (a blood alcohol concentration of 20mg per 100ml of
blood, compared to 50mg for experienced chauffeurs).

Exchanging a Foreign Driving License in Ireland
For those transferring to Ireland from abroad, the guidelines relating to driving licenses depend entirely on your
country of origin.

Country of Origin Exchange Process EU/ EEA Member States You can drive in Ireland on your existing license
until it ends. You might exchange it for an Irish license without taking a test. Acknowledged States (e.g.,
Australia, Canada, New Zealand, South Africa, UK) You can drive on your current license for up to 12 months.
After that, you should exchange it for an Irish license. The majority of classifications can be exchanged without a
test, offered the license is existing. Non-Recognised States (e.g., India, USA, Brazil) You can not exchange your
license. You must begin with the start: pass the Driver Theory Test, look for a student authorization, total EDT, and
pass the driving test.

Summary Checklist for New Drivers
To ensure a smooth journey through the Irish licensing system, keep this checklist helpful:

Pass the Driver Theory Test (DTT)

Apply for your First Learner Permit

Buy 'L' plates and fit them to your vehicle

Protect a qualified sponsor for practice

Complete all 12 EDT lessons with an ADI

Practice frequently on varied road types

Apply and sit the useful driving test

Apply for your Full License and screen 'N' plates

Driving in Ireland uses amazing freedom, and following the proper legal channels ensures security for everyone
sharing the road. Buckle up, study hard, and delight in the journey!


