
Planning a move can be overwhelming, especially when trying to budget for professional moving services. If you’re
considering hiring local movers in 2025, you’re probably wondering, “How much do local movers cost per hour?”
Understanding local movers pricing, what factors influence hourly moving rates, and what to expect from the
service can help you make an informed decision that fits your budget and needs.

In this comprehensive guide, we'll break down:

What qualifies as a local move

What local movers actually do during your move

The typical hourly pricing for local movers in 2025

Additional services like furniture protection and basic assembly

Factors that influence hourly moving rates

How to find reliable movers and avoid hidden fees

Along the way, we'll reference trusted sources like OCNJ Daily, This Old House, and Thumbtack to give you a
well-rounded view of what to expect.

What Counts as a Local Move in 2025?
The first question is: what is considered a local move? Definitions can vary slightly, but generally speaking, a local
move stays within a certain radius of your original location, without crossing state lines.

According to multiple experts — including those featured in Thumbtack’s moving cost guides — a local move
usually refers to a relocation of 50 to 100 miles or less. This means if you're moving within the same metropolitan
area, or to a nearby city or suburb, it's categorized as local.

Many moving companies base their pricing structure on this distance threshold. Moves beyond 100 miles usually
fall into the "long-distance" category, which is priced quite differently.

Why Does This Distance Matter?



Local moves are typically charged by the hour, while long-distance moves are often charged by weight and
mileage. Understanding this helps set correct expectations about pricing and billing methods from your moving
company.

What Do Local Movers Do?
Hiring local movers means ocnjdaily.com you’re paying skilled professionals to handle every step of the move,
which typically includes:

Packing: Securely packing your belongings for transport, often with special care given to fragile items.

Loading: Moving your packed boxes and furniture into the moving truck, using proper lifting techniques and
equipment.

Driving: Transporting your belongings safely from origin to destination.

Unloading: Carefully unloading everything at the new location.

Some local movers also offer additional services such as:

Furniture protection: Using padding, blankets, or plastic wrap to prevent damage during transport.

Basic assembly or disassembly: Taking apart and putting back together beds, tables, or other large
furniture pieces.

Placement inside your home: Moving items into specific rooms as requested.

This Old House highlights the importance of these services for a smooth move, noting that even basic assembly
can save homeowners hours of frustration after the move.

Hourly Pricing for Local Movers in 2025
So, how much will you actually pay? The average hourly rate for local movers in 2025 falls between $100-$120
per hour for a team of two movers and a truck. This range represents local movers pricing nationally with some
variation depending on where you live.

Number of Movers Average Hourly Rate Typical Service Two movers + truck $100 - $120 per hour Small
apartment/studio move, basic load/unload Three movers + truck $130 - $150 per hour Larger apartment or small
home, furniture disassembly Four movers + truck $160 - $200 per hour 3-4 bedroom homes, heavy furniture,
stairs

OCNJ Daily confirms that hourly moving rates are a good baseline to budget with — but also warns homeowners
to clarify whether estimates include packing, furniture protection, or stair fees.

Examples of Hourly Moving Costs

1. Studio apartment: 2 movers for 3 hours × $110/hour = $330 total

2. 2-bedroom townhouse: 3 movers for 5 hours × $140/hour = $700 total

3. 3-bedroom home with stairs: 4 movers for 6 hours × $180/hour = $1,080 total

Keep in mind that most movers have a minimum number of hours per job, often 2-3 hours. So, a quick one-hour
move still usually bills for the minimum.

What Changes the Hourly Rate for Local Movers?

https://ocnjdaily.com/news-from-our-partners/how-local-movers-simplify-residential-relocations-a-complete-guide-for-homeowners/


There are several key factors that influence local movers pricing and cause rates to fluctuate:

Number of movers: More movers means a higher hourly rate, but can reduce total time.

Inventory size: More belongings generally increase the hours needed.

Distance: Even within 50-100 miles, longer drives add to labor time.

Stairs and elevators: Multiple flights of stairs or lack of elevator access usually increase fees.

Packing services: Adding full or partial packing raises cost significantly.

Specialty items: Moving pianos, large safes, or bulky antiques may incur extra charges.

Furniture protection and assembly: Extra labor and materials can add to the hourly rate or be billed
separately.

Time of year and day: Peak moving season (summer) and weekends can be pricier.

Thumbtack’s

Tips for Avoiding Surprises with Local Movers Pricing
Moving is stressful enough without last-minute price jumps or hidden fees. Here are some important tips to keep
your local moving costs transparent:

1. Ask for written estimates: Always confirm that pricing details, including hourly rates and minimums, are
provided in writing before booking. (Is that in writing?)

2. Confirm what’s included: Clarify packing, furniture protection, assembly/disassembly, and stair fees upfront.

3. Verify insurance coverage: Movers should show proof that they’re insured to protect your belongings and
their workers.

4. Get a detailed inventory list: This helps movers quote accurately and prevents missed costs.

5. Consider the moving company’s reputation: Reviews and recommendations from sites like Thumbtack or
local news outlets (like OCNJ Daily) can help avoid bait-and-switch pricing tactics.

6. Plan for contingencies: Have a buffer for unexpected delays or added services.

Summary: How Much Do Local Movers Cost Per Hour in 2025?



The bottom line is that local movers in 2025 typically charge between $100-$120 per hour for a two-person
crew and truck, with rates increasing based on crew size, inventory, stairs, distance, and additional services.

Knowing what a local move entails — generally within 50 to 100 miles — and understanding what movers do
(packing, loading, driving, unloading, protection, and assembly) can help you set realistic expectations and budget
accordingly.

Always ask for written estimates, confirm which services are included, and check the insurance and reputation of
your movers. Trusted resources like OCNJ Daily, This Old House, and Thumbtack can provide valuable reviews
and guidance to make the moving process less stressful and more transparent.

With the right preparation and knowledge, you’ll find a reliable moving crew that fits your needs and pricing
expectations perfectly.


