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Child Arrangement Flowchart

This chart outlines the process for Child Arrangements cases (formerly known as
Contact & Residence) and excludes cases initiated by Social Services due to child
protection concerns. The guide simplifies the Child Arrangements Programme, detailed
in Practice Direction 12B of the Court Rules.

Mediation Information and
Assessment Meeting (MIAM)

This is a mandatory step before applying to court,
unless you're exempt. During a MIAM, a mediator
explains the mediation process and assesses
whether it's suitable for your case. The goal is to
encourage resclution outside of court where
possible. Exemptions may apply in cases of domestic
violence or child protection concerns.
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Safeguarding Checks ]

CAFCASS (Children and Family Court Advisory and
Support Service) conducts these checks. They involve
background checks with police and social services.
The purpose is to identify any safety concerns for
the child or vulnerable parties.

Fact-Finding Hearing

This hearing is arranged if there are disputed facts
that need to be resolved. Both parties provide
evidence to support their claims. The judge
determines which allegations are proven on the
balance of probabilities.

Dispute Resolution Appointment J

This hearing aims to reach an agreement based on
the CAFCASS report and any previous findings. If an
agreement is reached, it can be made into a court
order.

[ Starting proceedings

Maost parents or carers can initiate court proceedings
without special permission. However, some individuals
may need to seek permission from the court. This is
done using form C2. Those who might need to seek
permission include grandparents or other non-parents
who wish to apply for contact or residence orders.
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Application Process

The applicant uses form C100 to apply to the court.
This form details the orders requested and reasons
for the application. The applicant must serve these
documents to the respondent. The respondent then
has the opportunity to respond using form C7,
outlining their position.

First Hearing Dispute Resolution
Appointment (FHDRA)

This is the first court hearing in the process. The court
reviews the safeguarding information provided by
CAFCASS. It's an opportunity for both parties to
potentially reach an agreement. If no agreement is
reached, the court will provide directions for how the
case should proceed.
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‘ CAFCASS Report

If ordered by the court, CAFCASS will prepare a
detailed report. This involves speaking with both
parents, the child (if age-appropriate), and sometimes
other relevant individuals. The report provides
recommendations to the court based on the child's
best interests.
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‘ Final Hearing

If no agreement is reached, the case proceeds to a
final hearing. Both parties give evidence and may be

s wme.  m Lo

R JE NP L, T



L ] Sl WO TEAGE TG TS ASS HTTIANRGD A VWGADRA | Laasd
9 on all evidence presented, always prioritizing the
child's best interests. This results in final orders
being issued.
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Mediation A Modern Alternative To Lawsuits Nonetheless, the parties must concur ahead of time whether lawyers
will attend the mediation sessions. Discover more here Arbitration is a volunteer process, and cases are resolved
by arbitration just if both celebrations concur. If, after sensible effort, the celebrations can not fix their conflict
with mediation, they still can trial, and the judge will listen to and decide the instance. Researches have likewise
shown that people are more likely to approve and follow their own decisions rather than decisions others create
them. Consequently, contrasted to adjudicated resolutions, moderated agreements are much more sturdy, and
the compliance rate is extremely high. When emotions run high and vital decisions hang in the balance, it's

simple to really feel overwhelmed, stuck, or afraid of what follows.

Is Arbitration Legally Binding If We Do Not Reach An Agreement?

Some conflicts take advantage of specialized resolution processes, such as assessment for insurance policy cases,
specialist determination for technological disagreements, or joint law for family matters. These alternatives may
set you back much less than court while offering a faster resolution. Time frame for filing lawsuits do not quit
throughout arbitration unless celebrations authorize an official tolling contract. Lots of people wrongly think that
attempting mediation extends their filing deadlines, yet laws of restrictions proceed running throughout the
mediation process.

® One of the most simple instances often resolve with just a single half-day session.
* Throughout arbitration sessions, both parties will certainly meet with the moderator.

* Normally, the mediation session consists of only participants detailed on the Court Order/Entry for
Mediation.

* Taking your situation to court after mediation stops working needs assessing which court has jurisdiction and

what sort of continuing fits your conflict.

Agreement Argument

The mediator will usually declare an impasse, finishing the official mediation procedure without bias to either
celebration's lawful rights. This affirmation does not avoid future settlement conversations or extra arbitration
sessions if situations alter. Yes, you can litigate after mediation falls short due to the fact that many mediation is
non-binding and doesn't eliminate your right to seek litigation unless you authorized a negotiation arrangement
throughout the process. The spouses and their lawyers, if they have lawyers, join the arbitration. While kids of the
marital relationship can be entailed, particularly when they are old enough to articulate a viewpoint, they
normally are absent. The test date is around the corner and counsel require to go ex-spouse parte with a
recommended "stip and order" for the court. | have actually prepared an affirmation setting forth my
participation and require to proceed the test day, and informing the court that counsel are coming back on a

certain day for a follow-up mediation.

When to stay clear of mediation?


https://ehmediation.com/

1. There is a power inequality: When there is a significant power discrepancy between the events, you should

prevent mediation.Lack of good faith: Mediation needs that every person involves the table with an open
mind and determination to work out.

[ARBITRATION VS. MEDIATION]
WHEN SHOULD MEDIATION BE
CHOSEN BEFORE BRINGING
DISPUTES TO ARBITRATION OR
COURT?

DNP Viet Nam Law Firm

This normally happens throughout or at the end of the discovery procedure. He doesn't have to agree with you,
either; an agreement only works if it's gotten to equally. You'll most definitely want to approach him
diplomatically, specifically with respect to sensitive concerns. You may only have success with some stipulations,
too-- like unrelated overnight visitors or a right of initial refusal-- if you make them common in nature.



