The Toyota 70 Series LandCruiser has been a legend on Australian roads since its introduction in 1984. Known for
its rugged durability, unmatched reliability, and mechanical simplicity, it has earned its place as the go-to vehicle
for remote-area work, long-range touring, and heavy-duty duty cycles. But one question persists, especially

among prospective daily drivers and school run commuters: Is the 70 Series ride comfort too harsh for everyday

use?

In this in-depth exploration, we'll break down what sets the 70 Series apart, how it compares as a work ute and
daily driver, and what you need to consider if thinking of making it your primary vehicle. We'll also shine a light on
the Toyota dealership purchase experience, the aftermarket ecosystem through specialist suppliers like 70 Series

Store, and why remote Australia reliability standards still matter in the city.

From Mine Site Workhorse to Family Vehicle: The 70 Series Heritage

The 70 Series has a near-40-year history that underscores ruggedness and straightforward engineering. Toyota
launched it in cattle station 4wd 1984 as a more robust alternative to the 60 and 80 Series models, purpose-built

for demanding conditions.

® Longevity: Few vehicles can boast of staying virtually unchanged for nearly four decades. This speaks
volumes about the core design’s toughness and ongoing relevance.

* Repairability: With a mechanical simplicity that makes it a favourite among remote-area mechanics and
station hands, the 70 Series is often described as a “field-repairable beast”. It's not uncommon for brakes or
suspension bushes to wear first, but spares and fixes are widely available.

* Drivetrain and Build: Featuring a ladder-frame chassis and solid live axles front and rear, it's built to

withstand severe abuse that would flatten lesser vehicles.

These design priorities prime it as the ideal candidate for remote Australia’s punishing environments, where

towns can be hundreds of “fuel stops” apart and every mechanical issue needs to be solved on the fly.

The 70 Series Ride Comfort: What's Really Going On?


https://www.atn.com.au/posts/why-the-landcruiser-70-series-still-matters.html

The most common criticism levied at the 70 Series when considering it for daily driving revolves around its

suspension and ride quality. Does its setup make it too harsh for the school run or city commuting?

Ladder Frame and Live Axle Setup

The 70 Series uses a solid, heavy ladder-frame chassis paired with live axles front and rear — a design tailored for

durability rather than plush ride comfort.

® Pros: Exceptional load-bearing capacity, high resistance to frame fatigue, and maintenance simplicity.

® Cons: More noticeable bumps on sealed roads, body roll on corners, and a less refined feel compared to

modern independent suspension setups.

For drivers accustomed to family SUVs or cars with independent suspension and sophisticated damping, the 70

Series may feel utilitarian at best and jarring at worst.

Suspension Variants & Mileage Considerations

The standard coil spring setup on most 70 Series vehicles contributes to a firm ride. However, Toyota Australia and
third-party aftermarket specialists through networks like the 70 Series Store offer upgraded suspension kits,
including adjustable shocks and enhanced springs, aimed at better ride comfort without compromising load

ratings.
It's important to note:

1. Rigid quarter-ton coil springs will wear faster if you're exclusively doing school runs and frequent city stop-

start driving.
2. Even small payloads or camper conversions change ride dynamics significantly.

3. Regular maintenance, particularly of bushings and shocks, is essential to keep ride smooth — neglect leads to

harshness and noisy suspension.

Comparing the 70 Series for Work Ute Daily Use Versus Touring and
School Runs

The 70 Series shines brightest in its original turf. working hard across mines, farms, and remote regions. But how

does it stack up when repurposed for other roles?

Work Ute Daily Use

® Payload and towing capacity are excellent; GVM commonly between 3.5 and 4.5 tonnes depending on

configuration.
® |adder frame ensures you won't be worrying about chassis fatigue or cracks, even under heavy loading.

* Mechanical simplicity means most repairs (usually bushings and brake components first) can be handled on-

site by competent mechanics with parts readily available at Toyota dealerships or aftermarket supply hubs.

® Fuel consumption isn't miserly but remains competitive given the payload and capabilities.

Touring Versus School Run

Aspect Touring (Remote, Off-road) School Run / City Comfort Acceptable with minor suspension tweaks and
careful tyre choice Generally too firm; less comfortable than modern cars Reliability Unmatched; field-repairable

and rugged Reliable, but mechanical noise and harshness noticeable Fuel Economy Moderate; accepts diesel



tuning but still thirsty Fuel cost not ideal for stop-start traffic Handling Stable on dirt and corrugations Less nimble

compared to cars and smaller SUVs

From my 14 years experience driving and maintaining 70 Series on mine sites and cattle stations, the verdict is
clear: the 70 Series rides tough on sealed roads but excels where other vehicles fail — built with the remote
Australia lifestyle in mind.

The Toyota Dealership Experience and Aftermarket Support from 70
Series Store

Many buyers start their 70 Series journey at a Toyota dealership, attracted by the brand’s promise of quality,
extensive factory-backed warranties, and access to technical know-how. However, Toyota dealerships also play a
crucial role in educating new owners that the 70 Series isn't your typical city SUV. It requires:
® Regular brake maintenance (drum brakes front and rear can squeal or wear quickly if used in stop-start traffic)
* Upgraded suspension or shock absorbers to improve urban ride comfort

* Awareness that tyre selection hugely affects comfort and noise

Beyond the dealership, the vibrant aftermarket ecosystem is a boon for enthusiasts and workers alike. The 70

Series Store is a prime example of specialized suppliers tailored to this vehicle.

* They offer suspension upgrades, bushings, brake kits, diff covers, and snorkels designed specifically for the 70

Series
* Custom accessories for touring conversions, like roof racks and drawers, balance payload with practicality

® They provide trusted components that help soften the ride without compromising the legendary durability

What Breaks First and How to Fix It on a 70 Series

Counting distance in days between towns or “fuel stops” cares little for luxury—it demands reliability. Over time,

here's what most breaks first and how to fix it:

1. Suspension Bushings: Rubber bushings wear out first due to heavy usage and rough terrain. Replacement
with polyurethane bushings from 70 Series Store improves durability and comfort.

2. Brake Components: Drum brakes commonly need relining and adjustment, especially in suburban stop-start
use; straightforward and parts available at Toyota dealers.

3. Steering Linkages: Ball joints and tie rods occasionally require tightening or replacement; field repairs are
possible with basic spanner skills.

4. Clutch and Transmission: Due to heavy payloads, clutch wear can happen earlier; Toyota dealerships stock

genuine parts as well as remanufactured units for cost-effective repair.

Armed with these insights, prospective 70 Series owners can plan servicing to keep the rugged ride alive without

endless shop visits.

Conclusion: The 70 Series Is Not a Comfort-Focused Daily Driver, But
It's No Letdown Either

If you're hunting for a city runabout or a family sedan replacement that excels in comfort and refinement, the 70
Series won't be your first choice. Its coil springs and solid axles deliver a ride that is noticeably firm — some may

say harsh — on smooth roads.



However, if your daily drive includes hauling gear, tackling unsealed roads, or you're combining work utility with
weekend touring in the bush, few vehicles beat the long-term value, repairability, and robustness of the 70 Series.
Thanks to Toyota's continued support through dealerships, and the deep aftermarket ecosystem supplied by

groups like 70 Series Store, keeping these rigs on the road is easier than ever.

Ultimately, the 70 Series is a vehicle designed for reliability over luxury, engineered for the demanding remote

Australian lifestyle — and it wears this badge proudly, even in modern daily use.

For more insights and advice on the 70 Series LandCruiser and other rugged Australian outback vehicles, visit

the Australian Travel & Tourism Network Pty Limited sites and resources. Your adventure-ready vehicle awaits.



