
The electrifying 2024 CEV Women’s Volleyball European Championship final between Turkey and Italy provided
fans with every ounce of drama and excitement they could hope for. Set in the vibrant city of Istanbul, the match
was a rollercoaster of momentum swings, awe-inspiring comebacks, and a battle for supremacy that went the full
five sets. A standing-room-only crowd witnessed a true scoring duel between two of international volleyball’s
brightest stars: Melissa Vargas and Paola Egonu, who both scored 28 points each. Let’s dive into the thrilling
details of this epic final and break down how these joint leading scorers helped deliver one of the most memorable
volleyball matches in recent memory.

Backdrop: The 2024 CEV European Championship Final in Istanbul
The European Volleyball Confederation (CEV) organized the pinnacle event of the year, drawing attention from
volleyball fans across the continent and beyond. With Turkey as the host nation, the atmosphere inside Istanbul’s
Sinan Erdem Dome was electric. Support for the home team roared with every point earned, and that fervor
played a significant role in the high-stakes battle that ensued.

Turkey and Italy entered the final as the two powerhouses of European volleyball. Turkey had displayed a
combination of powerful attacking and relentless defense throughout the tournament, while Italy’s team featured
a seamless blend of discipline and raw talent. But at the heart of this clash were two names we would remember
long after the final whistle — Melissa Vargas and Paola Egonu.

Five-Set Final Drama: The Full Scoreline
Every set in this final carried intense twists and turns, with multiple momentum swings that kept fans on the edge
of their seats. The final score was:

Set Turkey Italy 12522 22125 31925 42523 51513

Turkey took the opener 25-22 but Italy stormed back with 25-21 and 25-19 wins to lead 2-1. Turkey, inspired by
the home crowd, forced the match into a deciding fifth set with a gritty 25-23 win in set four. The final set saw
Turkey edge Italy 15-13, sealing a thrilling victory.



Key Momentum Swings and Comebacks

Set 1: Turkey surged ahead 8-4 at the first technical timeout, igniting the crowd’s passion early.

Sets 2 & 3: Italy found their rhythm, attacking relentlessly and turning voluntary errors from Turkey into
point runs as they took both sets comfortably.

Set 4: Turkey’s defense tightened, sparking an 8-2 run midset that shifted momentum before holding on in a
tense finish.

Set 5: Both teams exchanged points quickly, but Turkey’s mental toughness and home crowd boost carried
them through by a narrow 15-13 margin.

This back-and-forth battle epitomized why volleyball is so thrilling at the highest level.

Scoring Masterclass: Melissa Vargas vs Paola Egonu
Two players dominated the scoreboard and the spotlight throughout all five sets. Melissa Vargas for Turkey and
Paola Egonu for Italy each tallied 28 points — a remarkable feat and a rare example of a joint leading scorer pair in
a major final.

Melissa Vargas: The Home Crowd Hero

At just 22 years old, Cuban-born Melissa Vargas has fully embraced her role as the beacon of Turkey’s attack. She
consistently delivered powerful spikes and adapted quickly to Italy’s defensive adjustments. Her 28 points came
from:

23 kills including multiple scoring bursts during momentum-shifting runs

3 blocks that disrupted Italy’s rhythm

2 aces, including a critical service run in set four

Vargas’s ability to rise in critical moments earned wild cheers from the home supporters, especially during that 8-4
run in set one and the crucial points in the deciding set.

Paola Egonu: Italy’s Dynamic Scoring Powerhouse



Paola Egonu, widely regarded as one of the best female volleyball players globally, matched Vargas point for point.
Her 28 points were amassed through:

25 kills, showing an impressive variety of shots and forceful hitting

1 block that came at a pivotal moment late in the match

2 aces, adding extra pressure on Turkey’s reception

Egonu’s scoring kept Italy competitive even during turbulent stretches. Her resilience was evident in the comeback
sets two and three, where she led the charge in overturning the early deficit.

Home Crowd Impact in Istanbul
The energy inside the Sinan Erdem Dome was electric throughout the final. Turkey’s passionate fans created a
cauldron-like environment, roaring loudly especially during Turkey’s scoring runs. This home court advantage
undoubtedly provided an extra gear for the Turkish team, helping them maintain composure and bite back in
tense situations.

The crowd’s vocal support was especially noticeable in the fourth and fifth sets, where momentum swings kept
every rally charged with intensity. It was a factor the Italian team acknowledged during post-match interviews,
praising the atmosphere but conceding it was a tough environment to overcome in the clutch moments.

Conclusion: A Final to Remember
The 2024 CEV European Championship final between Turkey and Italy encapsulated everything thrilling about
international women’s volleyball: a full five-set marathon, dramatic momentum shifts, standout performances, and
an electric crowd. Melissa Vargas and Paola Egonu’s joint scoring masterclass of 28 points each was the perfect
headline to a gripping encounter.

While the final scoreline reads 25-22, 21-25, 19-25, 25-23, 15-13 to Turkey, the match itself was a testament to
resilience, skill, and passion. Fans lucky enough to witness it in Istanbul experienced unparalleled drama, while
millions tuning in worldwide saw the emergence of new legends cemented on the grandest stage.

Interested in the Latest International Volleyball Action?

Stay tuned to CEV's official site for updates, schedules, and highlights. And if you want some extra fun off the
court, check out the latest trending online casino slots to enjoy during downtime
https://volleycountry.com/news/turkiye-defeat-italy-in-five-set-thriller-to-retain-european-championship — just
remember, volleyball always scores higher in excitement!
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